FALL 2011

AND SO IT BEGINS...

Reid Wilson

Forty fresh college graduates congregating in Florida for one mission: to
give back. There are forty different stories, forty different motivations, but this
one mission brought us all to Florida and unites us today. Yet, if these high ide-
als fail to bind us, the Florida weather and beach will assist in connecting us.

Our goal in writing this magazine is to bring together all of the people who
are involved in this program: donors, volunteers, and facilitators in order to
document all of our triumphs and struggles as well as the emotional peaks and
troughs that accompany both. It is the opportunity for us, as AmeriCorps mem-
bers, to share our stories, and yes, also a bit of our personalities.

In this first brief issue, we introduce our forty selves to our readers. We
have a few initial impressions of sites as well as service projects, which future
issues will sure to hold more of, but largely this issue is about getting to know
the forty AmeriCorps volunteers. Also, be sure to check out the last page of fun
with horoscopes and a crossword puzzle!



Tara Okler

PLEASED TO i
MEET YoOU!!

College: SUNY New
Paltz
Major: Psychology/

Disaster Studies

Stacey Gorter

Site: Graduation Coach, Favorite Book: The
Royal Paim Beach High Five People You Meet
School in Heaven

Hometown: Harrisburg, PA.
College: Keene State Col-
lege

Major: Biology

Favorite Book: Harry Potter

Sara Kaczmarek

Site: Ed Venture Charter
School

Hometown: Buffalo, NY
& College: Rochester Insti-
% tute of Technology
Major: Photojournalism
and International Rela-

- tions

Favorite Book: Life of Pi
E Jessica Kimble
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Bryan Still
Site: American Association
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Hometown: Raleigh, NC
College: University of
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: : pa Site: Village Readers
Kim Chockowski ‘\,\ Hometown: Madison,
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Children College: University of
Hometown: Farm-

Southern Mississippi,

ingdale, NY Major: Communica-

College: Bingham- tions
ton_UniverSity Book: Where The Wild
Major: Psychology Things Are

Favorite Book: The
Perks of Being a
Wallflower
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Tom Loftus
Site: T h e
Hometown: Chicago,
IL

Lor d’

College: University of
San Diego

Major: Philosophy
Favorite Book:
Siddhartha

Katelyn Kuck

Site: The Lord's Place
Hometown: Colorado
Springs, CO

College: Colorado State

University

= Katie Gasner

k& Girls Club/ Reading Tu-

& of Georgia

Site: Rivierra Boys and

'tor, Galaxy Elementary
Hometown: Atlanta, GA
College: The University

Major: Mass Media
Arts, Philosophy
Favorite Book: Dharma
Bums

Javelle Johnson

Site:The Lord’
Hometown: Savannah,
GA.

College: Armstrong At-
lantic State University
Major: Performance
Theater

Favorite book: Their

Eyes Were Watching God |

Major: Foreign Language
and Literature (Spanish)
Favorite Book: Out of the
Silent Planet
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Kat Tovmenko

B L Site: Library Adult Literacy
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Project

Hometown: Kansas City,
Kansas

College: University of Kan-

§ Sas

Janet Newton

SC

South Carolina

Brittany Meeks

Site: Reading Tutor, Gal-
axy Elementary
Hometown: Syracuse,
NY

College: State University
of New York College of
Environmental Science
and Forestry

Major: Natural History
and Interpretation
Favorite Book: The
Lorax

Site: DePorres PLACE
Adult Literacy Center
Hometown: Greenville,

College: University of

Majors: Latin American
Studies and Spanish
Favorite book: Like
Water for Chocolate

Major: Fine Arts/
International Studies
Favorite Book: 100 Years
of Solitude

Jackie lvy

Site: Take Stock in Chil-
dren

Hometown: Indianapolis,
IN

College: Indiana Univer-
sity-Purdue University In-
dianapolis

Major: Anthropology and
International Affairs
Favorite book: The
Phantom Tollbooth




Spencer Marshall
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Hometown: Pittsb

I
-y PA

sity of Pennsylvani
Major: Secondary
cation/ Social Stud

Angelina Saloom
Site: Graduation
Coach, John I. Leonard
High School
Hometown: Stuart, FL
College: Florida Gulf
Coast University
Major: Psychology
Favorite book: The
Picture of Dorian Gray

Ben Helsabeck
Site: Vita Nova Vil-
lage

Hometown:
Winston-Salem, NC
College: Wake For-
est University
Major: Psychology
Favorite Book: For
Kings and Planets

Christina Davila
Site: Village Readers
Hometown: Boca
Raton, FL

College: University of
Central Florida
Major: Psychology
Favorite Book:
Catcher in the Rye
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Site: Graduation Coach,
Forest Hill High School

College: Clarion Univer- | 8

Favorite Book: On the
Road

B Steve Shon

N Site: Boynton Beach City
Library
Hometown: Rochester NY
College: State University
of New York at Geneseo
Major: Creative Writing &
Video Editing
Favorite Book: Small
Gods
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Jenn Johnson

Site: DePorres PLACE
Adult Literacy Center
Hometown: Long Island,
NY

College: Stony Brook Uni-
versity

Major: English

Favorite Book: Song of
Solomon

g% Shannon Armstrong

Site: Reading Tutor, Rolling
Green Elementary
Hometown: Leesburg, VA
College: University of Virginia
Major: History

Favorite Book: Harry Potter

-sma Rondre Ashford

Site: Graduation Coach,
Village Academy
Hometown: Cleveland,
OH

College: Bowling Green
State University

Major: Secondary Educa-
tion, Integrated Language
Arts

Favorite Book: First Part
Last

e




Margaret Mason

Site: Reading Tutor, Barton
Elementary

Hometown: Philadelphia,
PA

sity

Major: Theatre

Favorite Book The History
of Love
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Francisco Valverde

Site: Graduation Coach,
Boynton Beach Community
High School

Hometown: New York City
College: CUNY Lehman
Major: Computer Information
Systems

Favorite Book: Harry Potter

College: Penn State Univer- |

College: University. of
St. Thomas

Major: Elementary
Education & Sociology
Favorite Book: If You
Give A Moose A Muffin

Heidi Voss

Elementary

Hometown: Rhinelander,
Wi

College: University of Wis-
consin- Madison

Major: Political Science,
Legal Studies, Sociology
Favorite Book: Fight Club

Sarah Zimmerman
Site: Reading Tutor,
Barton Elementary/
Adopt-A-Family
Hometown: Medford,
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Ellen Litkowski

Pines South

Major: English

the Castle

Jacob Heaps

Site: Take Stock in Chil-
dren

Hometown: St. Paul,
MN

College: Lake Forest
College

Major: Chemistry
Favorite Book Game
of Thrones

Site: Reading Tutor, Barton

Site: RCMA and In the

Hometown: Zionsville, IN
College: Duke University

Favorite Book: | Capture

Tatum Woolley

Site: Reading Tutor,
Galaxy Elementary
Hometown: Shaker
Heights, OH

College: Ohio Univer-
sity

Major: Marketing
Favorite Book: Pretty
Little Liars

Reid Wilson

Site: Glades Family
Education
Hometown: Carmel,
IN

College: Lake For-
est College

Major: History
Favorite Book: The
Idiot



Stephanie Molnar
Site: Adopt-a-Family/
Reading Tutor, Rolling
Green Elementary

Home: Cleveland, OH
College: Kent State Uni-
versity

Major: Middle Childhood
Education

Favorite Book: Winnie the
Pooh

Jenn Mill
ing Green Elementary
OR

University

by Jodi Picoult

Kristen Brosseau

Site: Best Foot Forward
Hometown: New Paltz,
NY

College: SUNY New
Paltz

Major: Psychology.
Favorite Book: Jitterbug
Perfume

Teradee Hagen
Site: Glades Family
Education
Hometown: Winston-
Salem, NC

College: Salem Col-
Wlege

Major: Communica-
tions and Spanish
Favorite Book: In
Depth series
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Site: Reading Tutor, Roll-
Hometown: Woodburn,
College: Western Oregon

Major: Psychology/Health
Favorite Book: Anything

Alicia- Zuniga

Site: Gulfstream Good-
will Transition to Life
Academy

Hometown: Woodland,
CA ‘
College: University of
California, San Diego
Major: Cognitive Sci-
ence

Favorite Book Harry
Potter series

Kaylan Gaines

Site: Palm Beach Lakes
High and JFK Middle.
Hometown: Lake Worth, FL
College: Wisconsin Lu-
theran

Major Communications,
Favorite Book: Leaves of
Grass

Sam Lee

Site: SB Idea/ Naoma
Donnelley Haggin Boys
and Girls Club
Hometown: Bishop
Stortford, England
College: University of
Southern Mississippi
Major: Marketing and
Spanish

Favorite Book: The
Awakening of Intelli-
gence

g Kiara Slaton
& Site: Ed Venture Charter
3 School

Hometown: Ocean

¥ Springs, MS

A College: Texas A&M

¢ Major: Criminal Justice
48 Favorite Book: A Table
! For Three




[ HEARD ABOUT

MST YMRQ e ¢ Steve Shon

There is a binder on my desk. New desk. New job.

New office. Boynton Beach City Library. My room smells like

cinnamon and hand sanitizer. First day at my service site.

The binder contains my predecess
“Be warned. The kids can be.
How challenging?

My purple first-day tie is tight around my neck and cuts

off circulation to my brain. This, and nerves, combine to form

a nightmare scenario: | picture ten kids in the tiny Homework Help room; they run, bite, scream,

kick security guards. A seven-year-old-girl with pink hair bows chases me, shouting

“ANARCHYYY!”

Deep breaths. Steve. Deep breaths.

Day one.

Quiet. Too quiet.

For an hour, | balance a plastic cup full of pens on my nose. Then, at three-thirty, Sarah
walks in.. She is in second grade, wears a sky-blue backpack, and walks like a lawyer. She
nods at me and pulls out her reading assignment.

The Whitfield Twins come in the next day. Boy and girl in color-coded pink and blue
shirts with matching division homewor k. “Can |
bring down the zero. | gently correct them. They forget the next zero, too.

In the evening parents bring in the most challenging students. Allen is in third grade with
wide owl eyes. He cannot add, subtract, or count on his fingers. Jamaica? Jamaica is mute.
Do you have homework? Nod. What kind? Shrug. Would you like help? She stares out the
window.

Day thirty.

Sarah comes in at four o’ c4“ohcakt., " Wec asbt,a’r t* Aum
and then enthusiasm spills through her pre-law fagade when she asks if we can play spelling
games. The Whitfield Twins come in after her. After one week, | showed them how to check

t heir own wor k. Today, Paul |l ooks at his answe
11l try this again.”’ I want to hug hi m! And
become a Scrabble fiend. She loves to work on her spelling when it earns her points! I slip in

new words forher—“ | evy, sanguine,” and “bivouac” to
These kids are a challenge. These kids are amazing. Every one of them is fighting as

hard as they can to learn and push farther. We can do more, and so | have recruited other vol-

unteers to give Homework Help, too. In the first evening of the expanded program, we held half

-hour study sessions with twenty-seven students!

My fears were unfounded; there is no anarchy. But Jamaica got sixty points when she
played that word in our latest Scrabble match.




By Margaret Mason

| stared at Stephane’'s exp . mo ut h
Haitian eyes | ooked through : f e
i ng on a rainy Sunday?” | ask ! wi t h

nored the sheet in front of him, which displayed Garfield in a
range of emotions.
“l don’t read on Sundays,” he said.
“Circle the Garfield that describes how you
He glared at the white paper and begrudgingly circled the last Garfield- the Garfield
that looked like someone had just run off with his dinner.
“Do you have any books to read at home?” |
“No. We got four. | read em,” he said and c
cling the stomping, fuming Garfield each time.

Every day, as | pulled Stephane out of his classroom for his tutoring session, he
slumped down the hallway and answered my small talk with one word answers. But | knew
t here was hope. No matter what book we read, h
the thing with the poles?” *“Do alligators eat

Last week, | taught Stephane the poem Star Light Star Bright. As usual, his eyes
frowned as | asked him if he had ever wished on a star before.

“What ?”
“When you see the first star at night, you
“And it come true?” he asked, meeting my y
“Some people believe it does. I believe it
| read the poem.
“Star light, star bright
First star | see tonight
I wish | may | wish 1 might
Have this wish | wish tonight”
As soon as | finished, Stephane’s mouth was
his lips create. He looked up at me.
“Do you want me to read It again?”
He nodded. | repeated the poem. | watched as he whispered the words after me.
| probably will never know what Stephane was wishing for. But that was one of those
moments where | saw how i mportant my work was.
reading miracle- but in the form of knowing | was needed. Needed to care about a child as an
individual . Needed to teach him how to wish o

ple that take the time to truly care who make children want to learn. To learn to love the
questions found in a book.




PAINT FROM THE HEART

by Jenn Johnson

Saturday, August 27 marked the date of our first
service project of the year. In conjunction with Paint
Your Heart Out, the Solid Waste Authority and Rebuild-
ing Together of Palm Beaches, our team transformed
the appearance of two homes in Lake Worth. Together
we painted, cleaned, landscaped, sweated, laughed and
worked our hardest.  One team worked in record time to
complete their project in only a few hours, and after-
wards they joined the other team at the second location
to pitch in and get the job done!

It was invigorating to experience such accom-

Before the transfor m@;&@m"e@%§ &' fedly and be able to see the house

bers gear up for a h i TS : ;
slowly shaping into something more. While there were

times it felt daunting and truly ex-
hausting, we had each other to give
gentle pushes, words of encourage-
ment and a joke or two to keep us
smiling. Special thanks to the tall
people who helped the shorter ones
(literally) reach their goals! This was
the first of many projects coming to-
gether as a team and making a visi-
bl e difference.
the difference we make every day
that may not be so visible!

LITERACY
COALITION

OF PALM BEACH COUNTY




DO SHARKS EAT

PE@PLE? Ellen Litkowski

| find myself desperate, givingamini-l ect ure t o Al l an on book genrt
books? Comic books? Ani mal Dbooks?” Each question
accompani ed by a 1st diseyssparkie, anda slightlyldevious tiltsofthel e .
head leads me to believe that this must be some sort of test of my competency ... will | be able to
choose a book that he wants to read?
| understand the finicky book-reader - | used to be one. As a third-grader, | took it upon my-
self as a challenge to read only books with one-word titles for an entire year. And so, | sense that
Allan has a love of books somewhere in there; | see myself in him and | am determined to pull a de-
sire to read out of him.
And then, at long last, there is the day where | pull out that book. The book which, when | pull
it out for him in a final attempt to please this seemingly impossible boy, causes him to squirm in his
seatand begmetoreadittohim. The book i s slightly above his | e
me enough to pick it off the shelves. | can only hope that it will do the same for him. Itis called ...
Hungry, Hungry Sharks.
Al l an gasps, cryi ndgachpage ofaboutfiite€hWardsdakea uslsevérdl
minutes to read. We're not just looking at the letters anymore; we've gone beyond just understand-
ing each individual word on the page. This ihs be
lovingly gazes at each picture. We get to the picture which shows all the contents of things that
have been found inside the stomach of a shark - a fur coat? a suit of armor? a treasure chest? - and
then... of course the most exciting to a young b
Al l an jumps up, knocks over his chair, 'screams o
Inside | am screaming out the same answer. | have finally found a book that this little boy
wants to read. Though it is only one book, | am overwhelmed by excitement. And every day we
meet now, Allan’s eyes | ook pleadingly up at me
the words that are going to leave his mouth -“ Hungr vy, Hungry Sharks?”

HEY YOU!

Write for the Literati!

This year is our year, for our news, for our storiesd every hand we reach out
to hold, every lesson we teach (and learn,) every challenge we overcome.
Share your experience! Send us an article about a strategy you used or a kid
you helped! Is graphic design your forte? Help us give the Literati a spiffy
new makeover for 2012!

Fire off an e-mail to <americorpsliterati@gmail.com>. Because we are Liter-
acy AmeriCorps AND WE GET THINGS DONE!




Aries: Your passion for reading will spread to the learners

you encounter this month. Be confident in what you do, you
are on the right track.

Taurus: You have plenty of new teaching and tutoring
technigues I n your repertoir
these on America Learns...Amer/“

Gemini: If you ever feel in over your head, remember
that Braudrey is there for you.
They have seen it all before, so
heed their advice.

Cancer: One book you have read is going to be a movie soon. If you
haven’t read a book, maybe Literacy

Leo:iLook at the positive in your stuc
look at you in the same way. That rhymes.

Virgo: At the usual Friday meeting, you will come across love, so at-
tend every one. That’s all we - can say.

Libra: Next month you will come across a great fortune. It will be equal to an extra stipend
check.

Scorpio: Ditching work to go to the pool will backfire. Sunburn can be painful.
Sagittarius: Your energy you bring to work is contagious, just like drama in the program.

Capricorn: Your next service project could open options for a new
career, so don’t complain about g ear |

Aquarius: If you need help graduating from the program, ask one
of the five grad coaches for helop

Pisces: You are the shining stars of the program this month. If you




AND N@W/ FOR SOMETHING *

COMPLETELY DIFFERENT u
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Across Down
2 Their logo is a starfish. 1 I go here when I want to read a new book without
3 common path spending money
4 If Christiano Ronaldo steps with his right foot, he 5 Where the volunteers brave the pythons and

puts his alligators.
6 A returning member from Indiana works here 7 Both volunteers' first name who serve here begins
8 The volunteer here knows about a winery close with "J"

by... 8 Our only Russian volunteer gives back to America
9 This site's volunteers work with both children and at this site.

ESL adults




