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By Lindsey Nuzzo 
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     After months of packing, 
waiting, planning, antici-
pating and Facebook stalk-
ing, the twenty-five mem-
ber Literacy AmeriCorps 
Palm Beach County team 
finally met to start our ser-
vice journey. 
     The adventure began on 
August 24, 2009 at the 
United Way of Palm Beach 
County in Boynton Beach.  
Our team was enriched 
through a week of literacy 
training, site visiting, and 
even enduring a fair-share 
of awkward ice-breakers. 
By the end of the week, we 
learned our sites, further-
ing our expectations and 
excitement for the year to 
come. 
  

ñWe have formed 
friendships and 
bonds that, as our 
journey continues, 
will allow us to over-
come  our chal-
lenges. . .ò 

Lindsey Nuzzo 
Boynton Beach City Library 

 

     Since then, time has 
zoomed by as fast as a Fer-
rari on I -95 and weôve 
found ourselves speeding 
into nearly our fifth month 

of service. It has definitely 
been an interesting ride. 
     Weôve spent countless 
hours at the beach ð 
whether surfing, soaking 
up the sun or cleaning up 
cigarette butts. Weôve 
tested our own limits ð 
climbing onto the roof with 
Habitat for Humanity and 
spending 10 hours in the 
rugged outdoors during 
Fire Fest. Weôve been hum-
bled by the people weôve 
met ð whether itôs the chil-
dren at the Quantum 
House enduring serious 
surgeries or the bowlers in 
Special Olympics and their 
unwavering spirit. Weôve 
learned to live frugally, sac-
rifice luxuries, and even 
endure a few bugs in our 

beds. 
     At our sites weôve faced 
individual challenges and 
achieved varying goals, all 
in hopes of reaching our 
common primary goal ð 
p r o m o t i n g  l i t e r a c y 
throughout south Florida 
and enhancing the lives of 
others.  
     As the holidays ap-

proach and a new year is 

just around the corner, we 

are no longer just pictures 

on a Facebook page.  We 

have formed friendships 

and bonds that, as our jour-

ney continues, will allow us 

to overcome  our chal-

lenges, meet our goals and, 

ultimately, get things done.  

AðTeam 2009-10 surfs into Palm Beach 

Fall 2009Fall 2009Fall 2009   
   

Palm Beach Palm Beach Palm Beach 
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New members quickly embrace literacy experience 

A fleet of Literacy AmeriCorps members arrive at a service project in 
Palm Beach County, ready to volunteer.  

John Benson picks up one of 
many cigarette butts during the 
International Coastal Cleanup.  

AmeriSnapshot  
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AmeriRap 
By Megan Connors 
Glades Family Education Program  
 
So we're 25 young people, 
doing Lit. AmeriCorps,  
here in Palm Beach County, 
and it's far from a bore. 
 
Busy Monday through Thursday, 
teaching this community,  
ESL, math, and reading, 
'cause these things are the key. 
 
We want to help those in need, 
to reach their greatest goals, 
feeling comfort in society,  
in their desired roles.  
 
And then the start of our weekends, 
filled with trainings and service,  
Boys' and Girls' Club, bowling, beaches, 
stuff we don't want to miss!  
 
Then we have our free time, 
hanging out with each other, 
playing games and happy birthdays, 
sharing food with one another.  
 
So we're all having fun, 
as long as bedbugs stay away, 
and our friendships have grown, 
since that very first day!  
 

Go AmeriLife, yo!  

AmeriBreakfast suggestion 

to start a delicious day 
Submitted by Kembra Landry  
Caregiving Youth Project  

 
Apple Pancakes (from scratch)  
borrowed from smittenkitchen.com  

Ingredients:  
2 eggs, well beaten 
1 1/2 cups of milk  
2 cups all-purpose flour  
1 teaspoon baking powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/4 cup sugar 
3 medium apples, peeled and coarsely grated 
Extra flavorings  
Vegetable oil, for frying  
Confectionerôs sugar, for dusting 
 
Directions:  
1. Mix the eggs with the milk in a large bowl. 
2. In a smaller bowl, whisk the flour, baking powder, salt and sugar to-
gether. 
3. Combine the wet and the dry ingredients and stir in the apples and what-
ever other flavorings you see fit. 
4. Heat a thin layer of oil in a skillet over low to medium heat. Drop large 
spoonful of batter into the pan and flatten it out a little (otherwise, you 
might have trouble getting them to cook in the center) and cook until golden 
brown underneath. Flip the pancakes and cook them for an additional two 
or three minutes.  
5. Either dust with powdered sugar and serve immediately, or keep on a tray 
in a warmed oven until you are ready to serve them. 



                                                                        3  

 

 

 AmeriVoicesAmeriVoices  
Fall 2009Fall 2009Fall 2009    

Members offer a word of   

inspiration for service 
Submitted by Shawna Hersberger 
Glades Family Education Center  
 

"A new world is not 

only possible. She is 

on her way. On a 

quiet day, you can 

hear her breathing"  

- Arundhati Roy 

Submitted by Bailey Lowenthal  
Graduation Coach  

"The last word has not been spoken, 

the final sentence has not been written, 

the final verdict is not in. 

It is never too late 

to change my mind, 

or my direction, 

to say no to the past, 

and yes to the future, 

to offer remorse, 

to ask for forgiveness. 

It is never too late to start again, 

to feel again, 

to love again, 

and to hope againéó 

 

- Rabbi Harold Schulwies 
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A day in the life:  

Village Readers 
By Katie Coleman and 
Megan Richards 
Village Readers 
 

     Village Readers is a fam-
ily literacy education pro-
gram serving families in 
Delray Beach and the sur-
rounding area. 
     As AmeriCorps mem-
bers, we start our day 
around noon at Village 
Academy with lesson plan-
ning and administrative 
duties.  When school ends 
for the children at 2:30, we 
start the reading tutoring 
portion of our day.  Each 
of us meets with six stu-
dents.  We see each stu-
dent two times each week 
for 45 minutes.   
 

ñThe learning is 
not just one-way 
though; we are also 
learning from our 
students.ò 

Katie Coleman  
and Megan Richards 

Village Readers 
 
     The majority of our 
time with the students is 
spent on ñExcellent Read-
ingò to build fluency.  Itôs 
very rewarding to see the 
students progressing.  
They are always full of en-
ergy and give entertaining 
insights.   
      At 4:45, we wrap- up 
our tutoring and quickly 
switch gears to our adult 

classes with 15-20, primar-
ily Haitian, students.   
     We have time to grab a 
quick bite to eat and do 
some last minute lesson 
planning for the evening to 
come.  
     At 5:30 we head to our 
classrooms and greet our 
dedicated students, often 
coming to us after a full 
day of work, with a strong 
desire to improve their 
English.   
     The next two hours are 
spent on various activities 
ï working on reading, 
writing, speaking, and lis-
tening. 
     The learning is not just 
one-way though; we are 
also learning from our stu-
dents.  The spontaneous 
Haitian dance parties and 
the occasional Creole com-
ments keep us on our toes.  
Building relationships with 
the students, learning 
about their backgrounds, 
and hearing their insights 
keep us looking forward to 
each evening with them. 

 

  AmeriSitesAmeriSites  
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Literacy AmeriCorps 

embraces new site  
By Lindsey Nuzzo 
Boynton Beach City Library  

 
     I can smell the beach from 
where I work.  
     This was one of my first 
thoughts moments before 
first entering my AmeriCorps 
service site, the Boynton 
Beach City Library. After 
walking through the doors, I 
found that the perks of my 
service were just beginning. 
     Recently expanded and 
remodeled, the Boynton 
Beach City Library is a thriv-
ing, fresh-faced facility, util-
ized by adults and children, 
alike, abound with literary 
resources, technological 
amenities, special events and 
knowledgeable staff . 
     This is the first year that a 
Literacy AmeriCorps member 
has served at the library. Iôve 
always loved libraries and 
books ï Iôve been an avid 
reader for as long as I can 
remember. Needless to say, 
this site has been perfect for 
me. 
     As a first-time member 
serving at the library, Iôve 
been given the task of imple-
menting and organizing an 
after school homework help 
program here. Though some-
times challenging, I have en-
joyed both the freedom and 
responsibility of creating the 
program from scratch.  
    On a typical day the first 
round of kids will arrive 
around 3:00 and others will 
bounce in and out until about 
7:00, sometimes later.  Kids 
ranging from 1st to 8th grade 
will seek my ñexpertiseò in 

everything from understand-
ing antonyms to multiplying 
two-digit numbers. Although 
the latter, and anything else 
math related, thoroughly 
makes my number-deficient 
brain ache, by some miracle, 
I have still been able to dust 
the cobwebs off the elemen-
tary school storage closet in 
my brain and have a signifi-
cant impact on the quality of 
their homework.  
     Lately, Iôve had kids ex-
claim ñI was the only person 
in class who got this rightò or 
ñI actually understood what 
the teacher was saying be-
cause you taught me yester-
day.ò  This is indescribably 
rewarding.  
    By the end of the day Iôm 
covered in eraser dust and 
have cranium fuel leaking out 
my ears, but the homework is 
done and I feel good having 
helpedðand I can still smell 
the beach. 
 

I assisted with the 2009 Read 
for the Record Challenge. 
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Providing a stable environment through Adopt-a-Family 

By Hannah Custis 
Adopt -a- fami ly/Bridges 
Beacon 
 
     During my year with Lit-
eracy AmeriCorps, I have the 
luck of serving at, not one, 
but two great sites. 
     One of my positions is as 
a reading tutor at Adopt -a-
Family of the Palm Beaches, 
a private non-profit organi-
zation providing transitional 
housing and other services 
to families who are homeless 
or at risk of becoming so.  I 
work with their after school 
program, Project GROW.  
This program primarily 
serves the children of the 
Adopt-a-Family clients and 

is also open to community 
children who attend High-
land Elementary School in 
Lake Worth.  
     My day at Adopt-a-Family 
starts at 1:30 in the after-
noon when I arrive at the 
site and then walk with my 
AmeriCorps co-worker, Alex 
Greeley, and the other teach-
ers to pick up our students.  
The students get out of 
school and we walk back to 
Adopt -a-Family together, 
trying our best to keep the 
children in a straight line.  
     The students then go to 
one of three classrooms ï 
Miss Latriciaôs kindergarten 
and first grade, Mrs. Scottôs 
second and third grade, or 
Miss Annetteôs fourth and 

fifth grade.  
     These three teachers and 
the program manager Miss 
Daron Caraballo are sensi-
tive to the needs of their stu-
dents. One of their goals is to 
provide them with a stable 
environment that they may 
lack in their home lives.  
Each classroom has a struc-
tured schedule allowing time 
for snack, completing home-
work, free learning and ac-
tivities, a lesson, and out-
door recreation. 
     Alex and I work with 
struggling readers; I tutor 
the younger students and he 
tutors the older ones.  We 
work with the students for 
thirty to forty five minute 
sessions.  One of the best 

aspects of our job is that we 
have freedom in creating 
lesson plans and setting up 
the schedules for our ses-
sions.  However, this free-
dom also comes with the 
responsibility of designing 
activities for a number of 
students of different ages 
and abilities ï this is why we 
are so grateful for all the 
support of the teachers and 
staff at Adopt-a-Family, who 
continue to help us by sug-
gesting resources, giving ad-
vice, and listening to our 
frustrations.   
     Alex and I are also lucky 
to have an incredible group 
of students who make our 
jobs meaningful.  

ESOL students give reasons to be thankful 

By Shawna Hershberger 
Glades Family Education 
Center 
 
    My site is The Glades 
Family Education Center  in 
Belle Glade and it is a won-
derful place to serve. At 
Glades I teach ESOL to 
twelve amazing women. 
They are so hardworking and 
eager to learn. In honor of 
the Thanksgiving holiday I 
asked these women to share 
what they are thankful for 
with the Literacy Coalition.  
 
Here is what a few of them 
had to say: 
 
Hortencia  
I am thankful to live in this 

country.  
I Thank God for my family.  
I am thankful for my hus-
bandôs good job. 
I am thankful for studying 
English. 
Thank god for my little dogs.  
 
Immacula  
I am thankful for a great 
Thanksgiving. 
I am happy to celebrate with 
my family.  
I hope that the Lord blesses 
the USA. 
I am thankful that I will visit 
my husband and my family 
soon in Haiti because I love 
them!  
 
Anna 
I am thankful to learn Eng-

lish with my teacher.  
I am thankful for my family, 
that they love Jesus. 
I am thankful for the USA 
with the park and all of the 
happy people. 
 
Ana 
I am thankful for living in 
this free country.  
I am thankful for everything 
that God does for me. 
I am thankful for the oppor-
tunities that I have at school. 
I am thankful to have a fam-
ily.  
I am thankful for my new 
friends in the school. 
 
Teresa 
I am thankful that my chil-
dren are healthy. 

I am thankful to god for my 
everyday life. 
I am thankful for my parents 
in Mexico. Someday I will go 
and see them. 
I am thankful to learn to 
write read and speak Eng-
lish. 
 
Idelys  
I am thankful for the oppor-
tunity to learn.  
I am thankful for my 
changed life in the United 
States. 
I am thankful that I had the 
opportunity to be a citizen.  
Thank you for my three chil-
dren and my granddaughter. 
I am thankful for my new 
teacher because I can under-
stand her. 



                                                                        6  

 

  AmeriSitesAmeriSites  
Fall 2009Fall 2009Fall 2009    

The art of  graduation coaching 
Finding potential in an at-risk environment 
By Steve Keck 
Boynton Beach Community High 
School, Graduation coach 

 
     As I sit semi-comfortably 
in my office chair waiting the 
arrival of another at -risk 
student, I look for signs of 
encouragement to keep 
working diligently and to 
never forget that each stu-
dent I meet with is a unique 
individual with potential to 
become the next President, a 
NFL star, an entertainer, a 
political analyst, a guidance 
counselor, or an altruistic 
philanthropist.   
     I am aware of how tacky 
those potentialities must 
sound; however, it is my job 
to facilitate the studentsô 
dreams and goals while in-
stilling a sense of reality for 
them. This is post-secondary 
substance, though; the first 
goal is to help them under-
stand how gratifying and 
significant graduating from 
high school will be toward 
their lives.  
     I look at quotes I hang on 
my office door such as, 
ñbright moments always 
come back vivid.ò I want to 
bring these moments out 
and show them they can and 
will shine in school with a 
strong work ethic, matura-
tion, and veracity.  
     Then, what exactly is a 
Graduation Coach? The term 
was new to me when I be-
gan. The most important 
responsibility is to the stu-
dent. We are their advocates 

in the school. As coaches, we 
have a list of eighty or more 
at-risk students. They could 
be deemed at-risk because of 
three factors: a grade point 
average under 2.0, failing 
either the reading or math 
FCAT, and/or not meeting 
the minimum requirement 

of twenty community service 
hours. 
     During a typical day, I will 
meet with students individu-
ally to discuss organizational 
skills or things they can do to 
meet these requirements. I 
may visit them in their class 
to make sure they are taking 
notes and being attentive in 
the classroom.  
     For example, I followed 
one student to all of his 
classes one day. He was not 
happy with me initially, but 
he understands I am there to 
make sure he is on track and 
that I care about whether or 
not he graduates. Also, I sug-

gest school-wide projects to 
gain community service 
hours, such as a school beau-
tification project and a food 
drive. There are a few days 
out of the week that counsel-
ors and myself meet with 
students in small groups to 
discuss with them more 

beneficial ways of studying. 
    Each student has a differ-
ent story to be heard. I abso-
lutely love listening to them. 
Some of their stories are very 
sad; however, I do not pity 
them. On the contrary, I re-
vere them for still waking up 
everyday to continue with 
life. Whether they know it or 
not, they have the ability to 
get things done and live a 
fulfilling life.  
      There are many times 
when I feel discouraged. 
Some days it is by a student 
not showing in my office or a 
student falling back to a dis-
astrous routine that got 

them off -track from graduat-
ing. All of that vanishes 
quickly when they make a 
small climb over adversity, 
such as organizing their 
school work in folders or 
getting a B on an exam. 
     I love the staff that I work 
with. They are extremely 
helpful and do everything in 
their power to help the stu-
dents as well. In some cases, 
however, tensions do build. 
The rift between administra-
tion, counselors, and teach-
ers is a grotesque political 
conflict I do not like to get 
involved in. It leaves me 
blind at times.  In the end, I 
must ensure the studentsô 
success with their help. 
     I expect too much some-
times. I am a strong-willed 
perfectionist; everything I do 
must be to my highest abil-
ity. If it is not, I am left emo-
tionally torn between staying 
true to my ideologies and 
giving in to the thought that 
a student might not be able 
to graduate. I take complete 
fault if they do not graduate. 
Perhaps I should not, as 
there are other variables in-
volved, but I was brought 
into this school to coach the 
students to graduation and I 
will expect nothing less.  
    The student I was previ-
ously waiting for did not 
show. Though discouraging, 
I look forward to serving the 
students until the end of the 
school year. The service is 
difficult, to which I gladly 
accept the challenge. 

Graduation coaches find ways to motivate students who  
frequently miss important classes and meetings.  
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Soccer Day scores at In The Pines complex 
By Rian Ganyard 
Farmworker Children's Council  

 
     Soccer day was an event 
organized by the Junior 
League and was held at the 
In the Pines housing com-
plex in Delray Beach. 
      The four-hour event was 
held for the families that 
reside at In the Pines.  It 
gave them a chance to 
be outside, enjoy 
games, activities and 
free food, while socializ-
ing with their commu-
nity.  
     Besides soccer, kids 
enjoyed many other 
activities.  Face painting 
(where the kids could 
also receive awesome 
small toys), cookie 
decorat ing, f inger 
painting, hoola -hoop 
contests, two bounce 

houses, and a D.J. playing 
music allowed everyone to 
dance and have a good time. 
     The main event of the day 
was soccer.  The assistant 
menôs soccer coach from 
Florida Atlantic University, 
Luis Gajardo, generously 
donated his time to play soc-
cer with the kids.  He started 
the day of soccer by setting 

up speed and agility drills. 
He then split the kids into 
four teams and had them-
warm-up by doing all of the 
different drills he had cre-
ated. 
       After a short break to 
play in the bounce house, 
snag a snow cone, or enjoy 
another one of the entertain-
ing activities, the kids re-

joined their teams to begin 
the main soccer competition.  
All of the teams played in an 
elimination tournament, 
until there was one team left 
standing.  Each member of 
the winning team was given 
a trophy, which they proudly 
accepted.  All of the trophies 
were donated by Gajardo. 
     After the final soccer 

game, kids, adults, and 
volunteers indulged in 
some pizza for lunch 
(provided by the Junior 
League) and more snow 
cones and self-decorated 
cookies for dessert. 
     My favorite part of the 

day was getting to intro-

duce some of my awe-

some students to my fel-

low AmeriCorps mem-

bers.  Needless to say, the 

event was a big hit. 

Hoops and HIV tests at Slam Dunk for a Healthier Lifestyle 

By Nathan Ellis 
DePorres Place 
 
     On Saturday, October 3, 
the Literacy AmeriCorps 
team headed to Gaines Park 
in West Palm Beach to help 
with the event Slam Dunk 
for a Healthier Lifestyle.  
     This event was hosted by 
the Department of Health 
and aimed to teach young 
adults about the dangers of 
various STDôs and practices 
of safe sex. 
     The AmeriCorps members 
helped to set up the registra-
tion and vendor areas, 
manned the registration ta-
ble, and provided an audi-

ence for the event.  Many 
members also donated 
blood.  In return for their 
service, members received 
free bags, t-shirts, shorts, 
and coupons. 
     The event had plenty of 
things to offer.  Beyond the 
free Chic-fil -A lunch, there 
were dozens of vendors of-
fering information on STDôs, 
contraceptives, and main-
taining a proper diet. There 
were also childrenôs activi-
ties, and information about 
educational opportunities 
through Palm Beach Com-
munity College. 
      One very important as-
pect of the event was the 

promotion and availability of 
free HIV testing.  Adults and 
teens, alike, had the oppor-
tunity to get a free HIV test 
with the results made avail-
able within minutes.  This 
was a very important service 
to provide to the community 
because it allowed people to 
be informed of their health 
status. 
     Throughout the day, 
many speakers also pre-
sented information on STDôs 
and gang violence in the 
area.  This provided a lot of 
useful information and dis-
pelled myths that many 
young teens have about the 
two subjects.   Many of us 

also learned things about 
these topics that we didnôt 
know before. 
     The main event of the 
program was a 3 vs. 3 bas-
ketball tournament between 
teams from around the area.  
Though some teams were 
better than others, everyone 
played hard and it was enter-
taining to watch.  
     It was a very busy and hot 
day, but the event provided a 
lot of useful information to 
the community and the help 
of AmeriCorps members had 
a significant impact.  

Kids and volunteers are all smiles after enjoying a day of soccer. 
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Second year member spares some 

time for Special Olympics bowling  
By Alex Greeley 
Adopt -a-Family/Bridges 
Beacon 
 
     After completing the ini-
tial training to kick off the 
new AmeriCorps year, all of 
the members were excited 
for the first service project, 
Special Olympics Bowling at 
AMF Bowl in Boynton 
Beach, Fl. 
     As a second-year member, 
I was reminded of the good 
times that took place last 
year and had no doubt that 
the same would occur this 
year. I assured other mem-
bers that this is an excellent 

first service project because 
it is well organized, run by 
friendly staff/directors, and 
the rewarding experience of 
helping people with special 
needs participate in a fun 
sporting event. As it turned 
out, that was definitely the 
case. 
     The responsibilities and 
duties assigned to the mem-
bers varied. They included 
registration table workers, 
lane monitors, score keep-
ers, concession servers, and 
prize organizers. Each as-
signment was important and 
valuable to the success of the 
event. Those working the 

registration table made sure 
that each athlete was ac-
counted for, had the correct 
T-shirt size and directed 
them to their lane assign-
ment. 
     Earlier during the event, 
all the members, including 
myself, enjoyed assembling 
and organizing the prize rib-
bons while getting to know 
each other a little better at 
the same time. ñWay to mul-
titask crew!ò  
     Those who were fortunate 
enough to have the job as a 
lane monitor got a front row 
seat for all of the bowling 
action. They were responsi-
ble for assisting the athletes 
bowl on the correct turn and 
in the correct lane. The con-
stant changing of lanes kept 
everyone focused and cre-
ated a high level of energy 
along with many smiles on 
the faces of the athletes 
bowling.  
     Some members were re-
sponsible for delivering and 
serving athletes, volunteers, 
and spectators with delicious 
refreshments consisting of a 
hot dog, French fries, a 
chocolate chip cookie, and 
an ice-cold soda. This kept 
everyoneôs sprit up and 
smiles on as the bowling 
continued.  
     Upon the conclusion of 
bowling, score keepers were 
responsible for collecting the 
score cards and delivering 
the appropriate prize rib-
bons that the athletes had 

earned. This fueled more 
excitement, many more 
smiles, and a feeling of satis-
faction and accomplishment 
by all. 
     This truly was an amazing 
service project that unified 
the members in a way that 
prepared us for future team 
work to take place in upcom-
ing service projects as well a 
how to have fun and get 
things done!  
     Most of all, the satisfac-
tion and joy felt by each 
member to see the athleteôs 
smiles and excitement con-
cluding a fun filled day made 
this wonderful experience 
totally worth while.  

Free lunch is often a perk of 
working at a community ser-
vice project. Second-year 
member, Alex Greeley, en-
joys a cookie at the Special 
Olympics Bowling event. 

Megan Richards volunteered as a lane monitor at the Spe-
cial Olympics Bowling event.  



                                                                        9  

 

Fall 2009Fall 2009Fall 2009    AmeriCommunityAmeriCommunity  

Community service spoof: Fire Fest 

Rattlesnake: A fictional AmeriCorps love story 
By Hannah Custis 
Adopt -a-Family/Bridges 
Beacon 
 
     The 2009 Fire Fest, a ser-
vice project Literacy Ameri-
corps participated in on Sat-
urday, October 24, was an 
exciting and entertaining 
event for everyone involved. 
     The evening featured an 
extremely well-staffed, well- 
coordinated, and most of all, 
well- decorated spooky trail, 
an appearance by Smokey 
the Bear (who warned us 
that only we could prevent 
forest fires,) spooky tales 
read by firelight, a pre-
scribed burn, a firefighter 
relay, and a crowd of ele-
mentary school children 
hungry for Sômores.   

     But for one unsuspecting 
AmeriCorps member, the 
event was much more than 
this ï it was a chance at true 
love. 
     The first thing that struck 
me about the man I would 
come to know as Rattlesnake 
John was his hat - and his 
ability to swing a mallet over 
a tree.  I was further im-
pressed by his willingness to 
shoot rattlesnakes and eat 
them and his great knowl-
edge of how to construct a 
habitable tent out of nothing 
more than a fitted sheet and 
a few pieces of bent PVC 
pipes.  
     I knew that my life was 
changed forever when he 
took a few moments to re-
flect on our natural sur-
roundings, standing on a 

wooden bridge and looking 
down into the creek below, 
contemplating with his 
brother the best way to kill a 
group of baby alligators. 
     I couldnôt let the rest of 
my life pass me by without 
expressing my true feelings.  
I proposed to Rattlesnake 
John, and fortunately, he felt 
the same way.   
     He too, had noticed a few 
of my unique traits, includ-
ing my skill for keeping in 
step with my roommate on 
the trail due to my years in a 
marching band.  We decided 
not to wait any longer.  We 
became engaged by the light 
of a safely controlled fire and 
set a date to be married the 
next weekend. 
     We held the ceremony at 
the same location where we 
had met the week before, the 
John Dickinson State Park, 
on the very same spooky 
trail we had helped create.  I 
rode down the aisle on 
mooseback and my wedding 
ring was delivered in the ma-
jestic beak of a great blue 
heron.  Smokey the Bear 
made a, no longer than fif-
teen minute, appearance, 
and my husbandôs friend 
S.T. was the best man.   
     We honeymooned in the 
aforementioned tent, which 
was turned 30 degrees north 
in order to catch the light of 
the rising sun. 
 

 

 
 
 
ñI couldnôt let the 
rest of my life pass 
me by without ex-
pressing my true 
feelings.ò 

Hannah Custis 
Fictional wife of Rattlesnake 

John 

Hannah Custis carries water 
in preparation for the Fire 
Fest event held at John 
Dickenson State Park. She 
discovered true love during 
this service project. . . if only 
in her imagination. 

Fire Fest volunteers turn the tent 30 degrees to the north to 
ensure a perfect view of the morning sky.  


