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     After months of packing, 
waiting, planning, antici-
pating and Facebook stalk-
ing, the twenty-five mem-
ber Literacy AmeriCorps 
Palm Beach County team 
finally met to start our ser-
vice journey. 
     The adventure began on 
August 24, 2009 at the 
United Way of Palm Beach 
County in Boynton Beach.  
Our team was enriched 
through a week of literacy 
training, site visiting, and 
even enduring a fair-share 
of awkward ice-breakers. 
By the end of the week, we 
learned our sites, further-
ing our expectations and 
excitement for the year to 
come. 
  

ñWe have formed 
friendships and 
bonds that, as our 
journey continues, 
will allow us to over-
come  our chal-
lenges. . .ò 

Lindsey Nuzzo 
Boynton Beach City Library 

 

     Since then, time has 
zoomed by as fast as a Fer-
rari on I -95 and weôve 
found ourselves speeding 
into nearly our fifth month 

of service. It has definitely 
been an interesting ride. 
     Weôve spent countless 
hours at the beach ð 
whether surfing, soaking 
up the sun or cleaning up 
cigarette butts. Weôve 
tested our own limits ð 
climbing onto the roof with 
Habitat for Humanity and 
spending 10 hours in the 
rugged outdoors during 
Fire Fest. Weôve been hum-
bled by the people weôve 
met ð whether itôs the chil-
dren at the Quantum 
House enduring serious 
surgeries or the bowlers in 
Special Olympics and their 
unwavering spirit. Weôve 
learned to live frugally, sac-
rifice luxuries, and even 
endure a few bugs in our 

beds. 
     At our sites weôve faced 
individual challenges and 
achieved varying goals, all 
in hopes of reaching our 
common primary goal ð 
p r o m o t i n g  l i t e r a c y 
throughout south Florida 
and enhancing the lives of 
others.  
     As the holidays ap-

proach and a new year is 

just around the corner, we 

are no longer just pictures 

on a Facebook page.  We 

have formed friendships 

and bonds that, as our jour-

ney continues, will allow us 

to overcome  our chal-

lenges, meet our goals and, 

ultimately, get things done.  
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New members quickly embrace literacy experience 

A fleet of Literacy AmeriCorps members arrive at a service project in 
Palm Beach County, ready to volunteer.  

John Benson picks up one of 
many cigarette butts during the 
International Coastal Cleanup.  
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