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    After days, weeks and 
months of incessantly plan-
ning literacy lessons, devel-
oping reading strategies, 
giving to the community, 
participating in cultural 
celebrations and overhaul-
ing living arrangements, 
the 24 Literacy AmeriCorps 
members and their direc-
tors finally received a well-
deserved break form ser-
vice. 
     From March 30 -April 2, 
the group thoroughly en-

joyed a brief retreat to 
sunny Key Largo, Florida. 
Staying at the ñmom and 
popò style bayside resort, 
Sunset Cove, the team en-
joyed a three-day getaway 
experience. 
     Simple pleasures shared 
by the AmeriCorps team 
during the retreat included 
watching the multi -hued 
sunset from the dock each 
night, collectively reading 
The Book Thief while 
lounging in inviting egg -
shaped chairs, reflecting on 
the year of service through 
journaling, discovering sea 

life and sunken ñtreasuresò 
while canoeing in the bay, 
taking pictures amid a life -
like animal menagerie, and 
celebrating member Kate 
Murphyôs 23rd birthday.  
     A snorkeling trip to na-
tionally known John Pen-
nekamp State Park served 
as the highlight of the re-
treat. Here, members were 
taken to aqua blue waters 
of the Molasses coral reef 
where they enjoyed a 
roughly hour -long under-
water experience, viewing 
several varieties of corals, 
fish and other sea life. 

    The group left the retreat 
refreshed and ready to 
tackle their last few months 
of service.  
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Brandon Light was ready to embark 
on the snorkeling adventure. . .until 
he felt the chill of the water. 

AmeriSnapshot  
Erin Mattes and Hannah Custis take advantage of free 
canoe rentals at the Sunset Cove Beach Resort during 
the three-day Key Largo retreat. 

Megan Connors smiles 
through a straw hut while the 
sun sets in the background.  

AmeriCorps members bask in their 3-day retreat to Key Largo 


