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     The many cultures of 
Palm Beach County con-
verged on Monday, Janu-
ary 18 in honor of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day at the 
Literacy AmeriCorps spon-
sored ñSharing Dreams 
Across Culturesò event. 
     More than 180 children 
and adults attended the 
event held at Highland Ele-
mentary School in Lake 
Worth, FL. There they en-
joyed an array of cultural 
activates organized and 
conducted by more than 50 
volunteers and 25 Literacy 
AmeriCorps members. Spe-
cifically, the event provided 

literacy resources for 
adults, information about 
Martin Luther King Jr., 
ñdreamò related activities 
for children. Free food, 
books, music and games 
were also enjoyed by atten-
dees. 
     The centerpiece of the 
event was a ñwall of 
dreamsò compiled by stu-
dents of Literacy Ameri-
Corps members. The stu-
dents were asked to declare 
their primary dream on a 
decorated piece of paper 
and to include their coun-
try of birth to demonstrate 
that, despite cultural differ-
ences, many people have 
similar dreams.  
     The event required a 

great deal of planning and 
organizing from members 
Kathryn Mauk, Shawna 
Hershberger, Nate Ellis 
and Hannah Custis. Ac-
cording to the planning 
committee, it was a re-
sounding success. More 
than 500 books were given 
to children and adults in-
terested in improving their 
literacy skills and volun-
teers declared interest to 
help with future Ameri-
Corps service projects. 
     As a member, I assisted 
with the childrenôs activi-
ties. Amid a hot, sunny, 
breezy Florida day, chil-
dren enjoyed making their 
own dream catchers and 
Nobel Peace prizes, plus 
face-painting and dance 
contests.  
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Literacy AmeriCorps members 
often lean on each other for  
support...literally. 

AmeriSnapshot  

Kate Murphy paints the ñSharing Dreams Across Culturesò 
banner displayed at AmeriCorpôs Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
event held Monday, January 18 in Lake Worth.  

Nate Ellis makes his mark on 
the cultural sharing banner. 


