
On Friday, March 26, the Literacy 
Coaliti on of Palm Beach County will 
hold its 19th annual Love of Literacy 
Luncheon at the Raymond F. Kravis 
Center for the Performing Arts - 
Cohen Pavilion in West Palm Beach. 
The Love of Literacy Luncheon raises 
awareness of our county’s signifi cant 
literacy needs and provides crucial 
support for literacy programs serving 
our community from Boca Raton to 
Jupiter to Belle Glade.

We are pleased to announce that the 
luncheon is made possible for the 
ninth year by support from Bank of 
America. We also are very pleased  
that the law fi rm of Haile, Shaw & 
Pfaff enberger, P.A. is again supporti ng 
the luncheon as our Plati num 
Sponsor.

Actor Tony Plana, our featured 
speaker for the 2010 luncheon, 

currently stars as Ignacio Suarez, the 
widowed father of America Ferrera’s 
Ugly Bett y in the ABC hit series. Plana 
is the creator of an innovati ve literacy 
program called Beyond Borders: 
Literacy through Performing Arts. This 
unique program is designed to enable 
students to expand their educati onal 
horizons and academic achievements 
by moving beyond their personal, 
cultural and vocati onal borders. He 
also is the co-founder of the East 
L.A. Classic Theatre that is dedicated 
to providing educati onal outreach 
programs to minority youth.

Plana is known to a wide audience 
for his roles in fi lms and television, 
and also for directi ng, writi ng and 
producing. He has starred in more 
than 70 feature fi lms including 
JFK, Nixon and An Offi  cer and a 
Gentleman and has appeared in 
popular television shows such as 
Hill Street Blues, Star Trek: Deep 
Space Nine, Commander in Chief, 
CSI: Crime Scene Investi gati on, 
Monk, The Closer, The West Wing 
and FOX’s 24. He has received 
numerous fi lm and television awards. 
In 2005, he was honored with an 
Educator of the Year Award by Loyola 
Marymount University’s Department 
of Educati on and in 2006 received 
the Humanitarian of the Year Award 
from the Millennium Momentum 
Foundati on.

Join these Luncheon sponsors: 

Made possible by

PLATINUM SPONSOR
Haile, Shaw &  Pfaff enberger,  P.A.

GOLD SPONSORS
AT&T
Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge LLP 
Greenberg Traurig, P.A.
Gunster 
LaBovick & LaBovick, P.A.
The Palm Beach Post
Park Avenue BBQ & Grille
Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A.

SILVER SPONSORS
Comcast
Florida Crystals Corporati on
ImMEDIAcy Public Relati ons, Inc. 
Lewis Longman & Walker, P.A.
Lynn University
Northern Trust
SunTrust

MEDIA SPONSORS
Comcast
ImMEDIAcy Public Relati ons, Inc.
The Palm Beach Post
WPTV NewsChannel 5
WTVX, WTCN, WWHB, RTN

To purchase ti ckets or sponsor 
a table, visit us on the web at 
www.literacypbc.org or call 
(800) 273-1030.

Literacy Luncheon Features Actor 
and Literacy Advocate Tony Plana 

Winter 2010



August was a sweltering month - 
especially in Belle Glade which 
doesn’t catch the coastal breezes.  
But the humid, hot days didn’t deter 
several students enrolled at Glades 
Family Educati on from volunteering 
to assist the program that is making 
such a diff erence in their lives.

Student Maricela Marti nez and her 
husband worked in the sti fl ing heat to 
sand and reseal an old wooden picnic 
table that had been used outdoors for 
years in the brutal weather elements 
of Florida.  Students Gustave Mathieu 
and Joel Alfred gave it a second coat.  

With a September record enrollment 
of 78 adults and 12 children, one 
picnic table on the porch was 
not enough to accommodate the 
students for their lunchti me breaks 
and academic acti viti es for both 
children and adults.  A second table 
was ordered and assembled by 
Gustave Mathieu and Joel Alfred 
with assistance from their classmates 
Thericin Charles and Ferdinand 
Charite.  Now, the adult students and 
children are again enjoying eati ng 
outdoors and using the porch and 
tables for educati onal acti viti es.

Also assisti ng in various maintenance 
projects were Hilda Nunez and her 
son, Jorge Dueanas.  They att ached 
a new mail box to the front of the 
building, put up a new welcome 
bulleti n board in the entry hallway 
and hung a new outdoor clock on the 
porch.

Preschool teacher Ana Alvarez 
encouraged her husband, Nelson, to 
volunteer his ti me to put up a holder 
for the outdoor hose that is used to 
clean the porch.

Our student pride is showing!  The 
Glades students and their family 
members are proud of their school 
and are happy to volunteer their ti me 
and talents to make our building a 
wonderful learning environment.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President
Bernadett e O’Grady, WPTV NewsChannel 5
Vice Presidents
Maggie Dickenson, US Bank
Robert Patt erson, SunTrust Private Wealth Management
Secretary
Joan Williams, Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A.
Treasurer
Lisa Koza, Northern Trust
Parliamentarian
Phil DiComo, Haile, Shaw & Pfaff enberger, P.A.
Past Presidents
Michael Bracci, Northern Trust
Jonathan E. Brookshire, Northern Trust 
Mark J. Burger, Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P.
Cheryl Crowley, ImMEDIAcy Public Relati ons, Inc.
Laura Deck Cunningham
Laurie L. Gildan, Greenberg Traurig, P.A.
Dana Pickard, Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge LLP
Kenneth G. Spillias, Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A.
Founding President
Gale G. Howden
DIRECTORS
Mary Barrett , School District of Palm Beach County
Cheryl Budd, NCCI Holdings, Inc.
Jeff ery Buller, Florida Atlanti c University
Edith C. Bush, Assault on Illiteracy
Marta Casas-Celaya, Comcast
Joseph Coscia, Multi media Concept Group
Bryan DeFrances, Credit Suisse
Noelle Frederickson, Four Points Media
Sharon Hill, Palm Beach County Library System
Lynn Kalber, The Palm Beach Post
Esther LaBovick, LaBovick & LaBovick, P.A.
Dean Lavallee, Park Avenue BBQ & Grille
Kathy Metzger, Florida Crystals Corporati on
Ken Montgomery, Barnabas Consulti ng Group, Inc.
Geoff  Neuhoff , Neuhoff  Communicati ons, Inc.
Tony Newbold, Florida Power & Light
Ike Powell III, Workforce Alliance, Inc.
Susan Rabinowitz, Bank of America
Dr. Magdala Ray, Palm Beach Community College
Cynthia Spall, Gunster
Kelly Starling, AT&T
Ann Wolf, Lynn University
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Darlene Kostrub
ADVISORY PANEL
Dr. Alina Alonso, Palm Beach County Health Department
Chuck Anderson, United Way of Palm Beach County
Stephen Ast, Boca Raton Resort & Club
Perry Borman, FL Department of Children and Families
Kristi n Calder, Bethesda Hospital Foundati on
Dwight Chenett e, Health Care District of Palm Beach County
Elena Contreras, Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of 

Palm Beach County
Max Davis, Member at Large
George Elmore, Member at Large
Mayor Lois J. Frankel, City of West Palm Beach
Neil Gaeta, Northern Palm Beach County 
 Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Dennis Gallon, Palm Beach Community College
Dennis Grady, Chamber of Commerce of the Palm Beaches
Louise Grant, Mary & Robert Pew Public Educati on Fund
Glenn Jergensen, Greater Boynton Beach 
 Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Art Johnson, School District of Palm Beach County
Jeff  Koons, Board of County Commissioners
Honorable Edward Rodgers, Reti red Circuit Court Judge
Dr. Kevin Ross, Lynn University
Emily Santos, IBM
Tim Snow, The George Snow Scholarship Fund
Samantha Vassallo, Junior League of Boca Raton
William Wood, Greater Delray Beach Chamber of Commerce

Florida Literacy Coaliti on and ProLiteracy member

January 7  
Read Together Palm Beach County
Partners Meeti ng
The Palm Beach Post, West Palm Beach   
2 p.m.

January 7 - February 5
Read Together Palm Beach County
Voti ng to choose “the Book”

January 30
Tutor Training 
Palm Beach Community College, Lake Worth
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

February 12
Adult Essay Contest Deadline

March 1  
Read Together Press Conference
10 a.m., West Palm Beach Library

March 26  
Love of Literacy Luncheon
Kravis Center, West Palm Beach 
11:30 a.m.

March 26 - April 30
Read Together Palm Beach County 
Book Discussions

Mark Your Calendars

Glades Families Pay it Forward

Fathers and spouses of students volunteered 
to assemble a new playhouse for the children 
at Glades Family Education Program.  



Budding Readers 
Program Expands 
to Serve Three 
Hundred Children

Parent-Child Home 
Program Increases 
Literacy Skills

Brando did not utt er one word 
as he and his mother sat on 
top of fl ower pots during the 
intake visit from the Parent-
Child Home Program’s (PCHP) 
Site Coordinator.  Two-year-old 

Brando is the son of migrant farm workers 
and sibling to his four-year-old brother and 
newborn sister. 

The family, including the newborn baby, was 
sleeping on a ti le fl oor with no pillows or 
blankets.  With the excepti on of two broken 
chairs and an old school desk, they had no 
furniture.  Their home and cupboards were 
bare and the father was preparing to travel to 
work on farms in the Carolinas.

The Guatemalan-Maya Center was able to help 
out with diapers and some food but needed 
to fi nd outside resources for the family. The 
PCHP Site Coordinator contacted the Nati onal 
Council of Jewish Women, and within two days 
the baby had a crib and the children had beds 
and clothing. Within three weeks, the parents 
had furniture for all of the rooms and kitchen 
necessiti es. 

Once basic necessiti es were secured, the 
family became acti vely engaged in the Parent-
Child Home Program. During the fi rst few 
home visits made by PCHP Home Visitor, Juana 
Paiz, Brando spoke very litt le. However, as the 
home visitor shared books and educati onal 
toys with the mother and child, Brando began 
speaking more and more.  The mother was 
shown how to use these books and toys to 
increase verbal interacti on.  Now Brando talks 
during the home visits and he enthusiasti cally 
shares what he has learned with his father by 
telephone, reciti ng the ABCs, numbers as well 
as names and sounds of animals. Brando tells 
his dad that he learns many things during the 
PCHP visits to his home.

The Parent Child Home Program is 
coordinated by the Literacy Coaliti on in 
partnership with ASPIRA of FL, NOAH, Inc., 
Sickle Cell Foundati on, Minority Development 
and Empowerment, Inc., and the Guatemalan-
Maya Center. Funding is provided by the 
Children’s Services Council.  

Through a U.S. 
Department of 
Educati on grant and 
the Children’s Services 
Council, the Literacy 
Coaliti on’s Budding 
Readers Program 
expanded in October 
to serve an additi onal 
100 children at fi ve 
new partnership sites. 
Reading Partners now 
engage 300 three-year-
old children with one-
to-one weekly sessions 
featuring interacti ve 
literacy acti viti es in 13 
child care programs. The 
sessions are designed 
to help the children 
develop their oral 
language and emergent 
literacy skills that are 
needed for future 
academic success.

The new partnership 
sites are already 
observing  a change in 
their children. Ali Eger, 
director of Opportunity 
Inc., stated, “Many 
programs come and 
go without an impact. 
The Budding Readers 
program has already 
made a lasti ng impact 
for our children and 
their future educati on.”

The Literacy Coaliti on 
is grateful for this 
opportunity to help 
more children blossom 
into life-long lovers 
of 
books, 
reading 
and 
learning.



Thousands of parents, caregivers 
and other adults across the nati on 
joined together for one special 
day in October to read The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
to children in their care.  This was 
part of a nati onal eff ort led by 
Jumpstart’s Read for the Record 
campaign to raise public awareness 
about signifi cant dispariti es in early 
educati on.

2,019,752 children around the world 
simultaneously experienced the joy 
of reading, making history yet again 
by setti  ng a new world record!  In 
Palm Beach County, 1,900 adults 
read to 24,500 children!

Literacy Coaliti on of Palm Beach 
County held a focal event at Mounts 
Botanical Gardens Great Lawn on 
October 8.  Children and parents 
gathered to hear The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar and other Eric Carle 
stories read by Felicia Rodriguez 
of WPBF News 25 , Tania Rogers of 
WPTV NewsChannel 5 and Leslie 
Gray Streeter of The Palm Beach 
Post.  As a fi nale, more than 200 
butt erfl ies were released into the 
Great Lawn and the children were 
given butt erfl y fi nger puppets.

The local campaign was coordinated 
by the Literacy Coaliti on of Palm 
Beach County in partnership with 
Children’s Services Council, Family 
Central, The Palm Beach Post, and 
WXEL TV 42 & 90.7 FM. 

Adults from the listed businesses 
and services organizati ons went 
into child care centers to read the 
book: 
Area Agency on Aging
Board of County Commissioners
   District 3
Boca Raton Fire Rescue Services
Boynton Beach Fire Rescue
Boys Town South Florida
Children’s Services Council
City of Atlanti s
City of Belle Glade
City of Boynton Beach
City of Delray Beach
City of Greenacres
City of Lake Worth
City of Pahokee
City of Palm Beach Gardens
City of Riviera Beach
City of South Bay
City of West Palm Beach
Delray Beach Fire Rescue
Early Learning Coaliti on of Palm
   Beach County
Family Central
Kiwanis Club of Jupiter-Tequesta
Lake Worth Fire Department
Palm Beach County Fire Rescue
Palm Beach County Library System
Palm Beach County Municipal Libraries
Palm Beach Flagler Rotary Club
Offi  ce Depot Foundati on
Offi  ce of Senator Bill Nelson
Quantum Foundati on
Quantum House
Palm Beach County Supervisor
   of Electi ons
Palm Beach County Tax Collector’s Offi  ce
Town of Cloud Lake
Town of Juno Beach
Town of Jupiter
Town of Lantana
Town of Lake Park
Town of Manalapan
Town of South Palm Beach
Velocity Community Credit Union

Palm Beach Gardens staff and city offi cials
read at Riverside Youth Enrichment Center.

Palm Beach County Fire Rescue read 
at child care centers throughout Palm 
Beach County. 

Jo-Ann Golden, Lake Worth Vice Mayor, 
read at Lake Worth Head Start.

Mo Thorton, City Manager of the City of 
Atlantis, read at the JFK Child Develop-
ment Center.

Peter Elwell, president of Palm Beach 
Flagler Rotary Club and City Manager 
of Palm Beach, read at Opportunity, Inc. 
in West Palm Beach. 

Local Read for the Record 
Celebrati on Reaches 
Thousands of Children



Megan Conners, 
an AmeriCorps member with the 
Literacy Coaliti on of Pam Beach 
County, was recently named an 
“America Learns Network Superstar” 
for creati ng an adult literacy 
teaching strategy that is now being 
replicated nati onwide.  Network 
Superstars are individuals who 
create and implement innovati ve, 
eff ecti ve strategies that move 
students forward in a meaningful 
way.  Twenty-three year old Conners 
is serving as an adult literacy tutor 
with the Coaliti on’s Glades Family 
Educati on Program in Belle Glade.  
Conners works with her students to 
improve their reading, writi ng and 
English skills.  In October, Conners’ 
students fi nished a chapter in their 
text book that covered the use of 
superlati ves (words like oldest, 
largest and smallest).  “I was having 
trouble explaining the rules that 
would tell a learner when to say 
‘the most’ and when to put ‘est’ on 
the end of an adjecti ve,” Conners 
explains. “Even aft er working on 
these things for a full week, I did 
not feel like the superlati ves were 
sti cking in their minds.” 

Conners developed an eff ecti ve, 
engaging, easy-to-implement 
strategy that helped her students 
learn how and when to use 

superlati ves. The strategy, called 
“Sentence Sequencing Cards,” 
involves engaging the learners in 
a series of pre-writt en questi on-
and-answer based conversati ons. 
“Prepare to be amazed as they 
remember those questi ons and 
answers bett er than anything they 
saw in the textbook,” Conners said 
when describing her strategy. 

“Other adult literacy instructors 
whom we serve across the country 
are already using Megan’s strategy,” 
said Gary Kosman, America Learns 
Founder and CEO.  “I’m thrilled that 
we’re able to capture and share 
Megan’s smarts with the larger 
nati onal service and adult literacy 
communiti es.” 

Literacy AmeriCorps Palm Beach 
County is a service program that 
recruits nati onally recent college 
graduates to provide literacy services 
to adults, children and youth. This 
domesti c literacy Peace Corps 
contributes over 42,500 hours 
per year in Palm Beach County by 
tutoring and teaching, parti cipati ng 
in community service projects and 
recruiti ng community volunteers. 
In return for their year of nati onal 
service, parti cipants in this program 
receive a modest living allowance, 
an educati on award and health 
insurance. Literacy AmeriCorps 
provides opportuniti es for leadership 
development, professional growth 
and resume building. Learn more 
at htt p://www.literacypbc.org/
programs/literacy-americorps/ or by 
calling (800) 273-1030.

AmeriCorps Member is Making a      

  Nati onal Impact on Adult Literacy

________________
“ This domesti c

literacy
Peace Corps
contributes
over 42,500

hours per year
by tutoring

and teaching.”
_________________



2009 Spelling Bee 
Winners Celebrate!
1st Place: Duff y’s Sports Grill fi elded by 
The Scripps Research Insti tute in Jupiter, Florida

2nd Place: Florida Power & Light

3rd Place: Park Avenue BBQ & Grille

The Bee was held on Thursday, September 17 at 6 p.m.

at Harriet Himmel Theater at CityPlace in West Palm Beach.
      

     Sponsored by 
Florida Crystals Corporati on
Bee Hive Sponsor
Publix Super Markets Chariti es, Inc.
Lowercase Alphabet Sponsor
NCCI Holdings, Inc.
2009 TEAMS:
Christi ne D. Hanley & Associates, P.A.
Comcast
Cusano’s Italian Bakery, Inc.
Discount Debt Soluti ons, Inc.
Duff y’s Sports Grill
Edwards Angell Palmer & Dodge LLP
Florida Atlanti c University
Florida Crystals Corporati on
Florida Power & Light
Friends of the Palm Beach County Public Library System
Greenberg Traurig
Gunster, Att orneys at Law
ImMEDIAcy Public Relati ons, Inc.
LaBovick & LaBovick
Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A.
Lynn University
Palm Beach Community College
Palm Beach County Bar Associati on
Park Avenue BBQ & Grille
Publix Super Markets Chariti es, Inc.
Queen Bees: Sponsored by Mallen Chiropracti c
SV Microwave
WPBF TV
2009 LETTER SPONSORS:
A: Credit Suisse
B: Cheney Brothers, Inc.
C: Sea Tow Palm Beach
D: Duff y’s Sports Grill
E: Joyce Elden
F: Cheney Brothers, Inc.
G: Gildan Family
H: Haile, Shaw & Pfaff enberger, P.A.
I: Cheney Brothers, Inc.
J: Joyce Elden
K: Tom and Lisa Koza
L: Department of Adult & Community Educati on
M: Marti n Luther King, Jr. Coordinati ng Committ ee, Inc. 
N: Neuhoff  Communicati ons, Inc.
O: Bernadett e O’Grady
P: Pioneer Linens
Q: Park Avenue BBQ & Grille
R: Plastridge Insurance
S: Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A.
T: AT&T
U: AT&T U-verse
X: Mitchell Fahey
Z: The Palm Beach Post
In-Kind Sponsors:
Comcast
Fourpoints Media
Jamie Konrady Photography
ImMEDIAcy Public Relati ons, Inc.



YOU CAN HELP MAKE THE 
DECISION!  Voti ng takes 
place January 7-February 
5 at all public libraries and 
bookstores, at every Park 
Avenue BBQ & Grille and at all 
Starbucks stores as well 
as online at 
htt p://readtogether.
palmbeachpost.com.

A press conference will be 
held March 1 at the West Palm 
Beach City Library to announce 
the winner.  The offi  cial 
campaign kicks off  at the Love 
of Literacy Luncheon on March 
26 at the Kravis Center.  Plan 
now to gather your colleagues 
at your business, chamber of 
commerce, neighborhood, 
book club or Starbucks to 
discuss “the Book” during 
April.  A discussion guide will 
be available on the campaign 
web site during April.

Community leaders will 
summarize the content of 
the books on the campaign 
web site.  You are invited 
to blog your own comments 
on the fi ve books at 
www.YourPBC.org (the 
digital public square of 
the Palm Beaches).

Psst...
Which Book Will Be Chosen for 
the Read Together Palm Beach 
County 2010 Campaign?

The Literacy Coaliti on 
Announces the 
Adult Literacy Student 
Essay Contest

Hundreds of adult learners 
throughout Palm Beach County 
are invited to submit essays on 
the topic,

“If I had one day to change 
  the world,  what would I do 
  and why?” 

The contest gives teachers 
and tutors the opportunity to 
encourage writi ng skills with 
their students. The deadline for 
essay submissions is February 
12. For more informati on, contact 
Julie Tanner, Coaliti on Outreach 
Manager, at (800) 273-1030 or 
jtanner@literacypbc.org.

Upcoming TutorTraining Dates
January 30, 2010
March 27, 2010

Volunteer
to tutor an adult

To register or for more
information, please call:

To register online, please
visit our web site:

or

(800) 273-1030

www.literacypbc.org
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Thank you!

 $250 provides dicti onaries for use by 25 adults 
 learning to read.
 $100 provides new books for 33 children in poverty.
 $70 provides a scholarship to take the GED exam for 
 an adult student.
 $50 provides handbooks for 10 adult literacy tutors.
 Other $___________ .  Any gift  is greatly appreciated.

 $250 provides dicti onaries for use by 25 adults 

Help others today!  Donate now at www.literacypbc.org

Name
______________________________________________ _ __________________________________________  
Address
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
City                                                                                                      State                                    Zip
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone                                                                                                  E-mail
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
                                                            Checks can be made payable to: Literacy Coaliti on of Palm Beach County
                                                           551 SE 8th Street, Suite 505  •  Delray Beach, FL 33483 • www.literacypbc.org

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-
FREE 1-800-435-7352 AND REFERRING TO SC-03135.  REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.  THE 
COALITION’S FEDERAL I.D. IS #65-0169781 AND 100% OF THIS CONTRIBUTION GOES TO THE LITERACY COALITION OF PALM BEACH COUNTY.


