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LEADING THROUGH READING

Who We Are

Since 1989, through extensive outreach and
collaboration with a network of community
partners, the Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach
County has been dedicated to ensuring that
individuals in Palm Beach County receive the
help they need to improve their literacy skills.

Who We Serve

The preschool child who lives in a home that
doesn’t contain a single book.

The child who feels alienated and angry because
they struggle to read as well as their friends.

The family who lives in poverty because the
parents don’t have the literacy skills to qualify
for a job with a sustaining wage.

Our Mission The Need in Palm Beach County

Improve the quality of life in our community 22.2% of adults age 16 and older lack basic literacy skills and

by promoting and achieving literacy. can't fill out a job application or read a bus schedule.

The Vision 47% of third grade students read below grade level, begin to
fall behind in every subject, not just language arts, and are at

That every child and adult in Palm Beach greater risk of dropping out of school.

County becomes a reader.

We served Literacy AmeriCorps

members provided
49! 876 29,6] 6 hours of service

adults, children,

We distributed

112 ,457 books

1 —teaching, tutoring and
youth and families mentoring « 200 adults

through our programs 1,030 teens - 240 children

to children, families
and organizations
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THANK YOU!

Literacy Boors, LEADERS

hank you to the Literacy

Coalition’s Board of Directors.
Led the past two years by retired
human resources executive Len
Gray, these talented volunteers
help govern, guide and support
our organization with their
professional expertise and
personal passion to help families
in our community increase their
opportunities in life by developing
fundamental literacy and
important life skills.

Len’s enthusiastic support and
dedicated service as Board
President during the past two
years was instrumental in our
ability to successfully continue
our efforts during the pandemic.
Len previously served as board

secretary, and on the Coalition’s
development committee, the Love
of Literacy Luncheon committee
and as a co-chair of LOOP for
Literacy. Len has earned the title of
Top Individual LOOP fundraiser for
many years.

Len’s successor is Matt Criscuolo,
an attorney with the law firm

of Cozen O’Connor. A native
Floridian, Matt earned his J.D. from
Nova Southeastern University
Shepard Broad Law Center and
his undergraduate degree from
the University of Florida. Matt
previously served as Literacy
Coalition board Treasurer and
Finance Chair and has been an
active participant in our strategic
planning and fundraising efforts.

Len addressing the participants at the

LOORP for Literacy event.

Thank you again to board leaders
like Len and Matt who continue

to make a difference in our
organization and in the community.

&ue{&weutwe@[{w%dm&mge

hank you to

the Literacy
Coalition board
' of directors, staff,
ff? Literacy AmeriCorps
{ members,
volunteers, donors

KRISTIN CALDER
and partners who work tirelessly and
passionately to improve the quality of
life in our community by promoting
and achieving literacy.

In the pages of this report, you will
learn more about our literacy efforts,
the best practices we implement
and impact we are making having
served 49,876 adults, children, youth
and families this past year.

Our exceptional staff continued to
deliver innovative programming
featuring high-quality literature
to help students learn skills and
comprehend timely topics.

Our programs continued to include
the gift of books featuring a

wide variety of topics, voices and
representations. We know that

reading diverse and inclusive books is
a wonderful way to allow children to
see themselves reflected, learn about
other people and their experiences,
recognize our similarities and
celebrate differences.

Our volunteers continued to shine as
they provided in-person and online
tutoring, planned fundraising events
to help our programs and found new
ways to help share a love of literacy
with those in need.

Our Endowment, The Palm Beach
County Literacy Coalition Foundation,
Inc., continued to grow as we work

to help sustain our impact in our
community for future generations. We
thank donors like Margaret Blume for
support to help create the Foundation.

We are proud of our accomplishments
in the past year. Our success would
not have been as significant without
the members of our community who
support our programs, initiatives
and events to support our mission
and vision. We recognize our many
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Kristin with Brenda Medore at the Literacy
Links Golf Tournament.

generous funders and partners in
this report. Our impact and reach
are increased with your help and
we thank you for being a part of the
Literacy family.



OUR PHILOSOPHY

hrough extensive outreach and collaboration with a network

of community partners, the Literacy Coalition strives to ensure
that individuals who need to improve their literacy skills receive
the help they need. Literacy Coalition program leaders stay
current on research and trends in the field of literacy education
and are connected in the local community, keeping a pulse on
existing needs.

“The Science of Reading”

In recent years, the “science of reading” has been showing up

in mainstream news with pushes across the country for schools

to implement more phonics-based literacy teaching. Designed

in collaboration with the School District of Palm Beach County,
Building Better Readers changes and adapts based on classroom-
level and individual student needs. As our trained volunteer tutors
work to build better readers, we strive to supplement and reinforce
learning that is already taking place in the classroom. Our program
focuses on relationship building, phonics, comprehension, and
vocabulary building is a powerful tool, which contributes to the
success of our children.

Building Relationships Through Mentoring

Young people are more likely to succeed when they experience
developmental relationships with important people in their lives.
Many of our Literacy Coalition programs are designed with this
concept in mind, recognizing that a secure bond with a positive adult
role model who gets to know them, cares about them and gives
them an opportunity to succeed is a powerful catalyst for student
motivation and school achievement. Mentoring is the basis of the
graduation coaching efforts of our Literacy AmeriCorps program.

Family Engagement

Parent and family engagement in a child’s education are a greater
predictor of academic success than whether or not that family is
affluent or poor. Two-generation approaches build family well-
being by providing instruction for children and the adults in their
lives together, focusing on breaking the intergenerational cycle of
low-level literacy and poverty while recognizing parents as a child’s
first and most important teachers. Megan Bob, Literacy Coalition
Director of Education & Family Literacy, said, “Our family literacy
programs strive to empower families by providing high quality
instruction for children while helping their parents improve their
own language and literacy skills, and by promoting meaningful
parent engagement opportunities.”

=
Education and Family Literacy Director Megan Bob
teaching during a tutor training session.

=l

A parent and her son playing a literacy game to
understand reading at Glades Family Education.
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BY THE NUMBERS

A total of 43 2 volunteers
supported the Literacy Coalition’s
efforts during the past year

donating 33,1 82

volunteer hours.

“Volunteerism is the voice of the people put
into action. These actions shape and mold
the present into a future of which we can
all be proud.” - Helen Dyer

To see a complete list of
volunteer opportunities,
visit LiteracyPBC.org or
scan the QR code, below.

The Literacy Coalition provides more
than a dozen programs and initiatives
to the community through the efforts
of our dedicated team of staff, partners,
funders and volunteers.

Our volunteers give their time and
talents to allow the Coalition to
expand its reach to help more adults,
children and families be successful

in school and in life. In the past year,
our volunteers provided 33,182 hours
of service to help us accomplish our
mission through our literacy programs,
initiatives, events and efforts.

LiteracyPBC.org

Our Literacy Coalition staff trained and
placed volunteers in schools and at our
Blume Literacy Center to allow them

to tutor children in our Building Better
Readers program and to help adults
attending educational programs.

We coordinated the opportunity for
adults to read to kindergarten children
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Thank YouTo O VQLUNTEERS

through Read with Me on select Fridays
at schools throughout the county.
Volunteers read to one student orto a
small group, and helped the students
complete a book-related activity,
showing the students that reading is fun.

Volunteers lent their expertise as
members of our Coalition board to help
guide and support our organization.
They labeled and sorted books,
assembled reading activity kits and
even organized book drives. They also
supported our fundraising campaigns
and helped plan special events and
initiatives including the Love of Literacy
Luncheon, LOOP for Literacy, Literacy
Links, Read Together PBC and Read for
the Record.

“Our community is stronger and
enriched by the hundreds of Literacy
Coalition volunteers who served in

this past year,” said Literacy Coalition
CEO Kristin Calder. “On behalf our
organization and the entire community,
thank you to each and every volunteer
who helped us make an impact.”



COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Boats, Books and Miote BOOKS!

THANK ¥OU TO

The Literacy Coalition received 12,047 books this
year through book drives and donations from our
generous community partners and individuals.

Through the Literacy Coalition’s book donation
program, thousands of books were distributed to
organizations throughout the county to support

our children’s literacy programs.

W b S
The Coalition’s Building Better Readers students
celebrate National Reading Day with news anchor
Janny Rodriquez, reading a book selected from the
Literacy Coalition CEO, WPTV 5 / Scripps Howard Foundation book donation
Kristin Calder with WPTV 5 on display.

news anchor Janny Rodriguez.

Kate DeFrancisco,
Deborah Haddock-
Doischen and
Rachel Costigan

from O’Shea’s Irish
Lorain Morris-Vachon and Alexis Evans- Pub with the books
Morris with Jeanne Siccone, top, and that were collected g

during their annual HOLA (Hispanic Organization of Leadership &
holiday book driveto  Achievement)/DePuy Synthes /Johnson & Johnson
support the Coalition. ~ employees held a book drive and collected over 700 books.

Jasmine Johnson from Gamma Gamma
Sigma Sorority Philo Affiliated members
donated 350 books.

_I‘fi -]

cm |

— == o, - i -/ =
Children’s Literacy Director Jeanne Siccone Development Director John Landry with Jeanne William T. Dwyer High School Future Educators
coordinates our book donations and is seen  Siccone displaying the generous book donation from of America students collected almost 200 books
here with the Wellington Barnes and Noble the Kellogg's Foundation Book Program/Penguin in their book drive.

book drive donation. Random House.
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LITERACY INITIATIVES

MAYORS' -(iteracy Juitiative

The Literacy Coalition hosted the 14th annual Mayors’ Literacy
Initiative Luncheon at the Flagler Steakhouse at The Breakers, Palm
Beach, in September 2021 in partnership with The Palm Beach
County League of Cities and Comcast, our sponsor. The Literacy
Coalition encouraged the mayors, city officials and guests to help
develop a community of readers in each of their municipalities in
various ways, including participation in literacy efforts like “Read
for the Record” and “Read Together Palm Beach County.” Our 2021-
2022 Literacy AmeriCorps members interacted with the mayors
and took their oath of service administered by PBC Mayor Dave
Kerner and Volunteer Florida Commissioner Autumn Karlinsky.

'I'.I"- -«.‘“ r ] <l I T

COMCAST
NBCUNIVERSAL

Readjor the RECORD = PNCBANK

Mayors and public officials participated in our annual competition to see which municipality
would have the greatest number of community leaders reading. Thank you to the 112 municipal
leaders and staff that read in person or virtually to 26,388 children at 124 sites throughout the
county. Thank you to our celebrity readers Tania Rogers of WPTV 5, Bill Adams of Sunny 107.9
and additional campaign supporters, The Palm Beach County League of Cities and Comcast.

The selected book was Amy Wu and the Patchwork Dragon, by Kat Zhang and illustrated by
Charlene Chua.

The Village of Wellington was the winner of the large municipality, The Village of Palm Springs
was the winner of the mid-size municipality and the Town of Lake Park was the winner of the
small municipality. Thank you to everyone who participated!

\ _ i cracy ROH

------
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SPECIAL EVENTS
s s . [TO0F

LOOP (ot Literacy - | ==

More than 400 cyclists, runners and walkers and 200+ donors

and sponsors supported the 12th annual LOOP for Literacy. The
fundraiser offered an in-person event on February 12 at Bryant
Park in Lake Worth and a virtual component from February 1-12.
The LOOP Your Way virtual option allowed participants to bike,
walk or run at the time and place of their choice and $75,000 was
raised. Thank you to LOOP Chairs Joe Grant and Andy Loewenstein.

The top 3 finishers in the men’s 5K run were:

« 1st — Max Arthay of Palm Beach Gardens, with a time of 19:03

+ 2nd - Spencer Williams of Lake Worth, with a time of 23:54

« 3rd - Andrew Kwan of Lake Worth, with a time of 24:05

The top 3 finishers in the women'’s 5K run were:

« 1st — Emily Abbott of Lake Worth, with a time of 23:17

« 2nd - Ulrike Vernachio of Lake Worth, with a time of 23:47

« 3rd - Melody Raynaud of West Palm Beach, with a time of 24:24

Thank you to our presenting sponsor Florida Crystals, as well as
Domino Sugar, Levenger Foundation, Bill Bone Bike Law, Sugar
Growers Cooperative of Florida, LC Tri Shop, Park Avenue BBQ Girille,
the Loewenstein Family, Orange Theory Fitness, The Palm Beach Post
and Fit-2-Run.

: . "LOOP FOR LTERACY i
— g __-_'_
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Love of LITERACY oLuncheon

November 16, 2021

Thanks to generous supporters

M I G H AE I. Ml[:HAEL an'd the draw of bestselling author
E[INNELI_Y B']NNH_I_Y Michael Connelly, the 30th annual
-

_____ Love of Literacy Luncheon brought in
THE LAW []F more than $150,000 to fund literacy
programs throughout Palm Beach
County. Nearly 450 guests attended
the Kravis Center event in person
while dozens tuned in virtually. Connelly, a former South Florida crime
reporter, shared with the audience his life’s journey to becoming one of
the most well-known authors in the world through a conversation on
stage with Scott Eyman, also a former South Florida reporter and
a New York Times bestselling author. Connelly has published
36 novels including his latest, The Dark Hours. He is also the ! :
. " " , . LOVEOF LITERA”
executive producer of “Bosch”, Amazon’s longest-running | _ B LUNCHEON
original series. We thank Bank of America for its 20th year of | ch f
support of the event as the presenting sponsor and Brenda
Medore for serving as the platinum sponsor. Debra Ghostine |
and Bernadette O'Grady served as co-chairmen.

THE

oaRK foupg [PRNOCENGE

Thank you to our presenting sponsor
BANK OF AMERICA %7

J

-~ The31stannual Love of Literacy
T "\‘ H'l'"‘ of Luncheon and Read Together finale -, = LITERACY
SRR \as held at the Kravis Center on April ) e N [L““““““

1, which is the Literacy Coalition of
Palm Beach County’s biggest annual fundraiser,
which raised more than $175,000 for our literacy
programs. Bestselling author Elizabeth Berg
entertained and captivated the audience. She is
the author of the 2021-2022 Read Together Palm Beach County
book, The Story of Arthur Truluv. The reading campaign kicked off
in November 2021 and culminated with the Luncheon. Berg is the
author of many bestselling novels, including three that became
television movies. We thank Bank of America for its 21st year of
support of the event as the presenting sponsor and Paul & Nancy
Zarcadoolas for serving as the platinum sponsor. Debra Ghostine
and Bernadette O’Grady graciously served again as co-chairmen.

,;-' . ', THANK YOU TO OUR READ TOGETHER PARTNERS

-l N 2022 3 b. S T, Gt
SRR "“’-‘«‘f ﬁ )@ o=

Res zd Together i .

Palm Beach County The Palm Beach Post
e Bk, One Commenty brp| Pubsic Libeary ; LIBRARY l;EIL]NI!'h'S!S:'{ﬂ.I\‘I’S] IIIE;E
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Literacy LINKS Gof Tewrnament

Thanks to the support of golfers and sponsors, the 6th annual
Literacy Links Golf Tournament on April 29 raised $33,000 to

help fund literacy programs. The tournament took place at the
beautiful Palm Beach Par 3 and included lunch, awards and a
silent auction at al Fresco Restaurant. Thank you to our presenting
sponsor Brenda Medore and supporters including Publix Super
Markets Charities, Cozen O’Connor, Palm Beach State College,
PGA of America, Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley and an
anonymous donor. Special thanks goes to Literacy Coalition Board
Member Nancy Vera, who served as Event Chair.

The 2022 winning foursome with CEO Kristin Calder, L to R:
Peter Gary, Victor Creighton, Anthony Greco and Glen Calder.

P S SN
The 2022 runner-up foursome, L to R: Mike Bessette, Mike Schmidt,
Mike Muelenfeld and Bill Coffman.



ADULT & FAMILY LITERACY

BY THE NUMBERS

The Glades Family Education
program serves adults and
children from the Belle Glade,
Pahokee, and South Bay areas.
The four main components

of the program include adult
literacy, children’s literacy, weekly
Parent and Child Together (PACT)
activities and monthly parenting
skills workshops. Adults learn
English while improving their
reading and writing skills. A
preschool class operates for

the young children of our adult
students, preparing them to
succeed in kindergarten. Parents
and their preschool children
attend PACT time once a week.
PACT is a component that allows
parents and children to interact
and learn together as a family.
Staff members help parents
learn how to support their child’s
learning by interacting together
through meaningful activities.
Once a month, the program
brings in outside presenters to
offer parenting skills workshops
for our adult students to learn
how they can best support
their children.

The program served a total of
83 adultsand 13 children.

85% of adult students who
were pre- and post-tested, made
significant gains in one or more
tested skills (reading, listening
and speaking).

100% of the preschool aged
children from the program
demonstrated improvement in
their language, cognitive and
early reading skills.

457 books were distributed.

PACT time allows Claudia and her son Alexander to grow and learn together.

GLADES 7y Eaucation

laudia moved with her husband

in 2017 to the U.S. She spoke
very little English and relied heavily
on others as translators. She wanted
to study to be a beautician and
open her own salon, but due to the
language barrier, she was unable to
pursue that dream. When her son,
Alexander, turned three, a family
member recommended Glades
Family Education as a program
in which Claudia could improve
her English language skills at the
same time that Alexander could
attend preschool and prepare
for kindergarten. Claudia and
Alexander started attending the
Glades Family Education program
in March 2021.

As Claudia attended classes, her
English started to improve and her
confidence soared, enabling her to
begin studying for her beautician
license. Her improved language
skills also gave her an opportunity
to work at a beauty parlor to gain
experience. Claudia expresses
feeling happy and fulfilled with
her own accomplishments, and

12 Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County

with Alexander’s, too. Alexander
started the program not knowing
any English, and he has learned

so much. He is now talkative with
his friends and neighbors, he can
identify the letters of the alphabet,
colors, shapes and numbers, and
he is starting to read and spell
simple words. Claudia has noticed a
marked improvement in his ability
to focus and stay on task, and she
is thrilled with his newfound love
of reading. Weekly PACT activities
have shown both of them how
much fun it can be to read and
learn together, and Claudia plans
to continue the tradition with

her new baby, Keily. Just a month
after giving birth, Claudia is back
at school with Alexander, feeling
confident that Alexander will start
kindergarten well-prepared, that
Keily will grow up fully bilingual,
and that she, herself, will be able to
fulfill her dream of opening her own
beauty salon.



ADULT & FAMILY LITERACY

BY THE NUMBERS

The Village Readers Family
Education program in Delray
Beach provides literacy and
language instruction for adults
and their elementary school-

age children. English language
learning adult students attend
classes in the evening to develop
skills to prepare them for further
education and enhanced
employment opportunities. Their
children receive individualized
reading instruction in the
afternoon and attend an

evening children’s program with
educational enrichment activities
during the hours that their parents
attend class. Once a month,
parents and their children come
together for Parent and Child
Together (PACT) time, reinforcing
the idea that learning involves the
whole family. The program also
offers monthly parenting skills
workshops for our adult students
to learn how they can best
support their children.

116 adults and 3 6 children
participated in the evening
program.

25 children received 12 hours
or more of afternoon tutoring in
reading and comprehension.

96% of the children tutored
made significant improvements
in reading.

7 8% of adults tested
demonstrated significant
learning gains in their English
language skills.

707 books were distributed.

E‘ll)l'll(lil

and Myderline.

VILLAGE Readets Fomity Eaucation

hen Luder moved to the

United States in 2019 with his
three daughters, he recalls having
to make a doctor’s appointment for
one of them. “I couldn’t understand
anything. | panicked and had to
hand the phone to my cousin. | felt
disappointment in myself. | wanted
to communicate, but | couldn't.”
That experience brought Luder to
the Village Readers Family Education
program. He knew he wanted to
improve his English skills, and as
a family literacy program, Village
Readers would also provide tutoring
and literacy enrichment for his
daughters. With their mom still in
Haiti, Luder has taken a much more
active role in the girls’ lives, and
he describes being able to learn
together as a gift.

The family’s hard work and
dedication to their education is
paying off. This year, Luder’s teacher
nominated him for the Flight for
Freedom Award, honoring an adult
student in the state of Florida who
has demonstrated exceptional
accomplishment in improvement

of literacy or leadership skills within
literacy. Selected as the winner,
Luder traveled to Orlando and gave
a speech at a state-wide conference.
In describing how Village Readers
has impacted his life, he said, “There
are so many ways my life is better.

I have a better, more stable job,

my kids are doing well in school, |
understand when people talk to me,
and | could make a million doctors’
appointments, no problem!”

Looking ahead, Luder is considering
continuing his education and
learning a professional trade, but
ultimately, his goal is to send his
daughters to a university. They

are certainly on the right track. All
three girls are reading on grade
level and excelling in school -
Myderline, a sophomore in high
school, Shmaderlie in fourth grade,
and Ruth in kindergarten. Luder is
a proud father, thrilled with their
progress and grateful to play an
active role in their learning.

LiteracyPBC.org 13



ADULT & FAMILY LITERACY

BY THE NUMBERS

The Workplace and Community
Education Program provides
customized instruction for
adults who need help improving
their English language skills,
obtaining a GED or addressing
specific workplace needs.
Classes are provided at
workplace and community sites
throughout Palm Beach County
by trained adult education
instructors. Classes are tailored
to meet the needs of each
particular site and the skill

level of the students. The adult
learners develop literacy skills
to prepare them for enhanced
employment opportunities and/
or future education.

47 adults students participated
in classes at five sites throughout
the county:
« Frenchman'’s Creek
Country Club (Workplace-
specific English)
« City of West Palm Beach
(GED and Workplace-
specific needs)

« Faith Farm Ministries (GED)

« Royal Palm Place Apartments
- Pine Ridge Holistic Living
Center (ESOL)

« SBA Communications
(Workplace-specific needs)

100% of students

demonstrated skill developement
in their primary area of study.

100% of students passed their
workplace licensure exams.

Astrid, Elvia and Lisbeth at Frenchmen’s Creek Country Club.

WORKPLACE

hen Lisbeth, who works in

housekeeping at Frenchman'’s
Creek Beach and Country Club,
found out that they offered on-
site English classes to employees
at no charge through the Literacy
Coalition of Palm Beach County,
she was thrilled and signed up right
away. Originally from Venezuela,
she had been so busy doing her job
at the club and establishing a life
in the U.S. for herself and her son,
that she did not have time to find
English classes outside of work. She
encouraged her co-worker Elvia,
originally from Guatemala, to join
the beginning level class too. They
shared the same goal: to be able to
speak to club members in English.

Lisbeth and Elvia made noteworthy
progress. In only a few months, their
managers in the fitness center began
noticing how each had been using
English more often when speaking
with members. Lisbeth and Elvia
explained that practicing in class
had given them more confidence to
talk with members (“Good Morning,”
“Have a nice evening/weekend"”), as
well as use workplace vocabulary
(“Here are your towels”).

14  Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County

Advanced level student, Astrid, a
hospitality college graduate from
Peru who is in the United Stated
on a two-year specialty work Visa,
returned for a second season of
English classes at Frenchman'’s
Creek in order to expand her
professional vocabulary. With goals
in international hotel management
in mind, she learned key career
words she could use to clearly
communicate her skill set on her
resume and in job interviews.

When advanced and basic level
students came together, Astrid
became a role model for Lisbeth
and Elvia as she demonstrated the
possibilities of learning English.
Occasional translating on-the-spot
reinforced Astrid’s English skills and
resulted in an unexpected boost

in confidence.

The Literacy Coalition has provided
seasonal English classes at
Frenchman’s Creek Country Club
since November of 2008. Students
regularly express their appreciation
for the workplace-specific,
customized classes.



ADULT & FAMILY LITERACY

BY THE NUMBERS

AmeriCorps members were recognized upon completihg
their service year, L to R: Matthew Parker, Magda Martial,
Adam Harris, Alana Horwitz and Elise Moralez.

AmeriCorps
Florida

= —

Member Layney Giles tutoring a student.

Recruits, trains and supervises
up to 40 members who each
contribute 1,700 hours of service
in tutoring, mentoring and
participating in meaningful
community service projects.

200 adult learners were
assisted with reading, English and
employability skills.

1 ,030 at-risk youth were
coached, tutored and mentored
for academic success.

84 children received tutoring
and literacy enrichment to
improve reading skills.

156 children and youth were
provided with homework help.

AmeriCorps member Ben Carroll with
some of his graduating students in the
Take Stock in Children program.

Lierocy AMERICORPS

s a graduation coach at a

Title-1 high school in Palm
Beach County, | served a cohort of
more than 100 students who are
at risk of not graduating. | worked
individually with each student
providing mentoring and tutoring
with an ultimate goal of getting the
student on track to graduate. More
often than not, | found that a student
is struggling in school because of
what is going on in their lives, not
because their classes are too difficult.
Therefore, to me, the most important
aspect of my position was to serve as
a support system for my students.

On Thanksgiving Day in 2021, an

11th grade student of mine tragically
lost her father. Given that she was
one of my students, she was already
not on track to graduate. The loss of
her father put her at an even greater
risk. When she returned to school, |
immediately met with her. Naturally,
she was not doing well. She had no
motivation to do her school work and
she was losing interest in finishing
the school year. | realized that in
order to get my point across to her, |
would have to become vulnerable. |
decided to tell her about my personal
experiences with losing my father
during my final semester of college.
More specifically, | told her what my
father said to me the day he was
diagnosed with terminal brain cancer:
“stay on track.” | have lived by these
words ever since that day. Living by

this saying led me to graduate at the
top of my class in college and to get
accepted into many of the highest-
ranked law schools in the country.
These words changed my life, and |
had the honor to use them to change
my student’s life as well. My student
was simultaneously heart-broken and
captivated as she listened to my story
and to the advice | gave her. | gave
her time to process the conversation,
and we sat in silence while she cried.
After a few minutes, she got up

from her chair and gave me a hug,
telling me through her tears that this
conversation changed her life and she
will never forget what | said.

| keep a file on each of my students.
During my first meeting with this
student at the beginning of the
school year, | wrote, verbatim,

that she was “very bubbly and
positive!!” She lost this spirit after
the passing of her father, but over
the time | have worked with her,

I saw this “bubbly and positive”
energy beginning to redevelop.
Although she still has challenging
milestones to reach in her senior
year, | believe that | have planted

the seed that she needs to support
her academic success. It takes time
to grieve, but | am confident that
this student will graduate from high
school. | genuinely believe that the
support | provided is one of the main
contributors to her future graduation.

- Alana Horwitz, Graduation Coach
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CHILDREN’S LITERACY

BY THE NUMBERS

In Palm Beach County, 46 % of
third grade students are reading
below grade level. Children
learn to read in grades K-3 and
read to learn beginning in grade
4.To address this, the Literacy
Coalition, in partnership with
the School District of Palm
Beach County, has completed

its eighth year of Building Better
Readers. We recruit, train and
support community volunteers
to tutor children who struggle
with reading.

155 first and second grade
studentsin 18 elementary
schools were tutored in
classrooms by 62 volunteer
tutors. Almost all of the tutoring
was conducted in person in
classrooms during the 2021-2022
school year.

57 volunteers tutored 98 first
through fourth grade students
after school, both virtually and in
person at the Literacy Coalition.

Ofthe 253 students tutored

in 2021-2022, 7 3% of them
ended the year at least 50%
closer to grade level than when
they began the year and 20%
actually ended the year on grade
level reading.

BUILDING Bettet Reasters

t the beginning of the 2021-2022

school year, 56.79% of the second
grade students that we tutored
were at kindergarten reading levels!
This was the first full year that these
students had been in a classroom
since the COVID pandemic began.
The Literacy Coalition continues to
offer Building Better Readers for first,
second and third grade students in
the classroom and after school to
help them “catch up”.

Kelly Gilbert, literacy specialist with
the School District said, “Students
who participate in this program are
provided with the opportunity to
get one-on-one time with adults
and individualized instruction

in the area where they are most
vulnerable. Many students have
shown significant growth in their
reading abilities and in their own
self-confidence.”

Our tutors and parents also
recognize the improvements:

“My first grader didn’t even know
all her letters when we started at
the beginning of the school year...
She is starting to make her own
corrections; when | commented on
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this, she told me she might like to be
a teacher; the increase in confidence
is incredible and wonderful to
witness.”

- Kara, virtual after school tutor

“My first grader did the after school
reading tutoring program this year.
He went from barely being able

to read, to reading above grade
level. Thank you so much for such

a wonderful gift! The Coalition has
done an amazing job!”

- Amanda, J's mom

“It was difficult to keep one of my
(first grade) students focused on
reading at the beginning of the year.
She was reading at about level C
(mid-kindergarten). | think because
we built a relationship, by the end of
the year, she was concentrating much
better and reading at level H (late
first grade)! | feel like | definitely had a
positive impact for the future.”

- Laura, Tutor, Dwight D.
Eisenhower Elementary



CHILDREN’S LITERACY

BY THE NUMBERS

Reach Out and Read prepares
young children for school
success by partnering with
pediatricians who distribute
books and encourage families
to read together.

48,826 books were
distributed at well child

checkups by 85 practitioners
at 38 clinics.

BY THE NUMBERS

The Early Literacy Book
Distribution program provides
children’s books for families
receiving services in the
Children’s Services Council of
Palm Beach County’s Healthy
Beginnings system of early
childhood care.

We distributed 46,354
books to 16 different Healthy
Beginnings programs through
11 providers.

Peach Out and
READ

R each Out and Read partners with
pediatric primary care providers
to promote shared reading during
well visits: at each well-child visit
through age five, a Reach Out and
Read-trained clinician discusses the
importance of reading aloud together,
shares practical tips to promote early
literacy and healthy relationships, and
offers the child a new book for their
home library.

“lincorporate Reach out and

Read when I talk about language
development, school readiness and
limiting screen time. Most of the
families | encounter are surprised to
hear that reading a book together
is better for language development
than an educational television
program or video on the phone.

It is great to have a book to give

to families while | discuss these
important topics because it gives
the parents immediate access to an

Dr. Joane Cadet giving a patient a book he can
take with him to enjoy and read at home.

example of something they can do
with their children. The kids always
get so excited when | hand them

a book and the parents get to see
their child’s reaction right away.
Almost every child exchanges the
tablet they're holding for the book!
The other wonderful thing about
Reach out and Read is the diversity
and inclusion displayed in the books.
Our patients get to see themselves
in the characters in the book and
parents can read to their children in
their native languages. This definitely
helps build their self-esteem!”

- Dr. Joane Cadet, FoundCare

EARLY literacy Beoak Distribution

The Literacy Coalition provided
books to the Center for Child
Counseling (CFCC) for their Child First
program, in which therapists provide
intensive mental-health services to
young children and families.

“Clinicians used the stories as
‘points of entry’ to address the
therapeutic issues which brought
the children and their families into
services,” says Clarissa DeWitt,
Clinical Director of Child First
Program at CFCC. “Reading books
with our families also modeled
positive parenting and improved
the bond between parents and

their children, which is at the core
of secure attachment.”

The provided books included topics
of death/dying, separation/divorce,
illness, abuse, trauma, domestic
violence and self-esteem, as well as
storybooks. Renee Layman, Executive
Director of CFCC shared, “Books are
such an incredibly wonderful and
powerful therapeutic tool, and we are
so grateful to the Literacy Coalition of
Palm Beach County for recognizing
how helpful, even essential, they are
in helping improve the functioning
and healing of the parent-child dyads
in our program.”
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CHILDREN’S LITERACY

BY THE NUMBERS

Read! Lead! Succeed! offers

a social emotional learning
curriculum, using high-quality
children’s literature and
literature-based activities to
children in afterschool and
summer camp programs.

37 sites participated in
the program.

306 sessions were provided.

1 ,1 94 children received
direct instruction.

For International Social Emotional
Learning Day, students were
reminded that every day is an
opportunity for learning about
emotional choices and how to choose
peace, happiness, hope and joy.

Youth practice ways to process and handle their emotions.

Read! Lead! SUCCEED!

he Read! Lead! Succeed! program

helped children navigate through
the changes of the pandemic by
providing literacy-based experiences,
discussions, and activities designed to
foster social emotional learning. We
helped students build resiliency with
our “Bounce Back” series. Children
discussed forgiveness in our “Pardon
Me, Please” lesson series and decided
to choose hope, peace and joy during
the sessions on Emotional Choices.

Most recently, students
participating in the Read! Lead!
Succeed! program have been active
with Bullying Prevention, exploring
topics such as standing up to
bullying, learning empathy, and
practicing positive affirmations.

Briana, a third-grade student at High
Point Academy shared an example of
what she learned reading and talking
about the text, Bully Beans. "l always
knew how important it is to help
others, but sometimes | felt | couldn’t
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do anything. As we read different
books, reading Bully Beans showed
me | could make a difference just by
standing up and using my voice to
say ‘No’ to help my friends.”

The staff at New Hope Charities in
Pahokee has also seen a shift in the
attitudes of some of their students.
Lorena Diaz, Program Coordinator,
commented on the lesson in which
all students had a chance to turn
negative thoughts into positive
affirmations. She pointed out

how turning negative comments
about themselves into positive
affirmations has brought “a positive
vibe" to the classrooms.

Read! Lead! Succeed! recognizes
the importance of giving youth the
necessary tools to see themselves in
a positive light, which in turn, brings
positive habits into the classroom
and into their communities.



CHILDREN’S LITERACY

BY THE NUMBERS

Stories and STEM brings
literature-based science,
technology, engineering and
math lessons to children in
afterschool and camp programs.
Through hands-on activities,
students are able to make
tangible connections between
the topic and the text being read.

More than 4,3 00 books were
distributed to children and
afterschool sites.

1,1 56 K-5 children were
enriched by the program
throughout Palm Beach County.

273 interactive sessions were
held at 22 sites.

Students at Faith Lutheran

explored the world of colors and
chromatography while reading about
the adventures of a box of crayons

in Drew Dewalt’s book “The Day the
Crayons Came Home.”

Getting hands-on is fun for everyone!

Steories anct STEM

hether lessons were held

virtually or in-person, Stories
and STEM never stopped bringing
literacy and fun through STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math) to youth in afterschool
programs and summer camps
throughout Palm Beach County.
Lessons, ranging from experiments
with sound to exploring with
microscopes, gave children the
opportunity to expand their view
on the world.

“I think it's very important to have
these types of Expanded Learning
Opportunities in afterschool
because we want our students

to have fun, but we want them

to keep learning even when they
are out of school,” shared Olivia
Chavez, Benoist Farms Elementary
Afterschool Director. “Teaching
students that they can still have
fun and learn at the same time is
a wonderful thing.”

In addition to the book that each
participant took home after every
session, the afterschool and
summer camp sites also received
lesson plans and extra supplies

for staff to expand on the activity
later. “The extra supplies were very
helpful! On rainy days when we
had to switch our schedule around,
these resources were very helpful,”
said Chavez. “My favorite activity
was the bee buzzers, it sounded
like an actual bee flying around!”
At Benoist Farms Elementary
Afterschool program, the Literacy
Coalition also provided a variety
of book titles in addition to the
program-related texts. Parents
took note and expressed their
appreciation for diverse literature
their kids could relate to.

“Thank you for working with us and
bringing this new experience to the
kids. I've never seen them get this
excited about reading. Thank you for
everything you do! | hope to see you
again next school year, the Literacy
Coalition is awesome!”

— Olivia Chavez,
Benoist Farms Elementary
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RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION

Awuat DONORS

The Literacy Luminary
Society: $25,000+

Anonymous

Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Bank of America

The Cielo Foundation
Comcast

Community Foundation for Palm
Beach and Martin Counties

Elaine D. Sammons Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Gift Funds

The Mary Alice Fortin Foundation

Great Charity Challenge

Ann and Bob Hammer

Libra Foundation, Inc.

Lost Tree Village Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

The Donald C. McGraw Foundation

Brenda Medore

The Jim Moran Foundation

The Lawrence A. Sanders Foundation

Wilkens Family Foundation

The Literacy Leadership
Society: $10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous

Regine and Gary Bataille

Walter Brown Trust

Children’s Healthcare Foundation
Dollar General Literacy Foundation
Domino Foods, Inc.

Florida Crystals Corporation
Barbara and Len Gray

Gentle Medicine Associates, Inc.
Greenberg Traurig, P.A.

The Honda Classic

Ibis Charities Foundation

Impact the Palm Beaches

The Lattner Family Foundation
Levenger Foundation

Mirasol Foundation, Inc.

Janet Perry Baumann

PNC Bank

Sunny and Abe Rosenberg
Foundation

The Annette Urso Rickel Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation
Nancy and Paul Zarcadoolas

The Sustainer Society:
$5,000 - $9,999

Akerman LLP

Anonymous

AT&T

Margaret Blume

Maggie and J.D. Dickenson
Robert Dixson

First Horizon

Raymond George & Ruth Bitner
Fisher Foundation

GL Homes
Hunters Run Country Club
Penny & Gary Kosinski Family
Foundation
Hilary and Tom Lynch
NextEra Energy/Florida Power & Light
Publix Super Markets Charities
Tandy and Joe Robinson,
The Robinson Family Foundation
Karen Rogers
Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart
& Shipley P.A.
Wycliffe Charities Foundation

The Literacy Advocate
Society: $2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous

Simone and Peter Bonutti
Jane and lain Calder

CP Group - CPG Cares Inc.
Robin Deyo

Caron Dockerty

Margaret Donnelley

First Horizon Foundation
Friends of the PBC Library
Debra and Paul Ghostine
Laurie and Phillip Gildan
Seran and Thomas Glanfield
H.E. Hill Foundation, Inc.
Stephanie Kahlert

Lynn Kalber and Scott Eyman
Patricia Knobel

Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A.
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Lynn University

NCCl Holdings, Inc.
Bernadette O’Grady

Sandra and Daniel Perl
Plastridge Insurance Agency
Steven Presson

Bob and Kathy Richards

The School District of PBC
Seacrest Services, Inc.
Christine and Tom Streit

Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative
of Florida

The Avid Reader
Society: $1,000 - $2,499

Anbinder Family Foundation

Anonymous

Baptist Health South Florida

Michael Bessette

Cherrie and Bob Bierley

Maria Borg

Jolene and Kyle Boris

Ann and David Brussard

Chamber of Nonprofit Health &
Human Services Agencies in PBC

City of Boynton Beach

Chiara Clark

Kathryn Clarke and Bill Kaplan

The Colburn Family Foundation

Colonial Dames of America, XVII

Leslie and Devon Coughlan

Cozen O’Connor Law Firm

Melissa and Matthew Criscuolo

Dominique Deltor

Kelly Domnick

Susan and Marshall Duane

Ed Morse Automotive Group

The Eden Charitable Foundation

Excell Auto Group

Exxon Mobil Foundation

First Republic Bank

Foley Family Charitable Foundation

Beata Galloway

Woodruff S. Gardner

Tyler Gildan

Joe Grant

Michelle and Michael Hagerty

Alma and Jimmie Horne

Patricia Jones

Lynsey and Robert Kane

Debra and Eliot Kleinberg

George EImore and Marti LaTour

Alissa and Andrew Loewenstein



Lorium PLLC
Eileen M. Lueder
Ronit Maman
Helene March
Holly Mattson
Laurence Montello
Margaret Moraskie

Nason, Yeager, Gerson, Harris
& Fumero, PA

Nursing Services of Palm Beach

The Frank A. & Edith Orechio
Foundation, Inc.

Palm Beach Flagler Rotary
Foundation

Palm Beach State College
Julie Payne

Marni and Morris Propp Il
Family Foundation

Beverlee and John Raymond
Ann and Gopal Reddy
Denise Rivas

Barbara Rollhaus

Mary Elizabeth Roth

Patricia Rowell

Christopher Royer

Lawrence Salerno

Samuels Family Foundation
Kathleen M. Scott

Ellen Shapiro and
Michael Bloomberg

Simply Healthcare Plans, Inc.

Soroptimist International -
Boca Raton/Deerfield Beach

SpaDerma West Loop, Inc.

Kenneth Spillias

SS Buyers Charitable Gift Fund
Melissa Hammitt Sullivan

The Syrrus Fund

U.S. Bank Foundation

Sandra Vachon

VIP Kidz Care

Stephen A. Walker

Juliet Warner

West Palm Beach Library Foundation
Wisteria Foundation

WPBF 25

WPTV 5/Scripps Howard Foundation
Bettina and Greg Young

THANK YOU TO OUR LEAD PROGRAM FUNDERS

Way £57 Way

Children’s .
Services Council

Healthy. Safe. Strong.

PrllM.e

Town of Palm Beach
United Way

Friends of Literacy:
$500 - $999

Kathy and Paul Adkins

Susan Aijala

Anonymous

The Atlantic Group of
Oppenheimer & Co.

Sunny and Arthur Bellis

Carly Bellis

Kim Bepler

Judy Bergman

Eileen Berman

Jill Biggins

Dora Butcher

Vicky Cantelmo

Anne Carroll

CBIZ

Dianna Collier

Colony Hotel & Cabana Club

Conflict Solutions — West Palm Beach

Pamela Cornell

Ann Corwell

J. Michael Culpepper and
Rachel Crain

Carrie M. Delafield

Ann DeMartino

Michelle and Robert Diffenderfer

Nancy Dockerty

Lynn and Robert Donovan

Thomas Doyal

Heather and Richard Draper

Gerry Ehrlich

Floricare Registry and Services, Inc.

Michelle Franz

Justin and Elvis Grandic

Michelle Greenhalgh

Leslie and Joseph Guerrero

Gulf Stream School

Edward Heffner

Ann and Les Heilakka

Steven Hein

Carrie Hill

Sharon and Bob Hill

Holyfield & Thomas, LLC

Homethreads

Orla Imbesi

Lynn and John Imperatore

United Way
of Palm Beach County

nteerflorida

Elise Johnson Nail

Amy and Michael Jonas
Jenifer Kelley

The King's Academy
Kingsley Pines Camp
Virginia Kinsey

Susan Lee

Theresa LePore

Jeff Long

Cynthia and Bruce Lynn
Nicholas Malinosky
Virginia and Bill Marx
Cindy McMackin

Laura McMullen

Faith Meyer

Sally Michel

Robert Mitchell
Montello Wealth Management
Claudia Mullane

Jenny Nelson
Kathaleen Parks

Nicole and John Pasqual
Vicki Politis

Christy and Earl Powell
Ceil Randell

Carol Restino

RMC Oakland, LLC
Hilary Roche

Carol E. Rose

Deborah and Stephen Sandler
Scaps Medical LLC
Holly Schuttler

Orin Shakerdge

Patty Spencer

Kelly L. Starling

Sidney Stubbs

Hilary Sullivan

Summit Advertising
Andrea Thomas

Truist Bank

Frances Tsou

Nicole and Matt Turko
Nancy Vera

Joan Williams
Theodore Winsberg
Robin Woodard

Young Dentistry

Palm Beach (mmlu

Mh" TH

Services

\J

Frederick AL DeLuca
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RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION

o«» PARTNERS

21st Century Community
Learning Centers

Achievement Centers for
Children and Families

Acts of Kindness Community
Development, Inc.
Adopt-a-Family of the
Palm Beaches

Afterschool Connections at
Franklin Academy

American Association of
Caregiving Youth

The ARC of Palm Beach County

Believers Academy

Belvedere Elementary
& Afterschool

Benoist Farms Elementary
& Afterschool

Bethesda Memorial Hospital
Boca Raton Medical Center
Boca Raton Museum of Art
Boynton Beach City Library

Boynton Beach Community
High School

Bridges at Belle Glade
Bridges at Boynton Beach
Bridges at Highland
Bridges at Lake Park
Bridges at Lake Worth
Bridges at Lake Worth West
Bridges at Northwood
Bridges at Pahokee

Bridges at Riviera Beach
Bridges at West Palm Beach
Brito Medical Center
Caridad Center

Center for Family Services of
Palm Beach County

Children’s Academy of Lake Worth
Children’s Clinic

Children’s Home Society of Florida
Children’s Physicians

Children’s Services Council of
Palm Beach County

City of Greenacres

City of West Palm Beach

C.L. Brumback Primary Care Clinics
Clinics Can Help

Community Greening

Community Partners of
South Florida

C.0. Taylor / Kirklane Elementary
& Afterschool

CROS Ministries

Crosspointe Elementary
& Afterschool

Delray Pediatrics
DePorres Place
Digital Vibez

Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune
Elementary

Dwight D. Eisenhower Elementary
& Afterschool

Edna W. Runner Tutorial Center
El Sol

Executive Women of the
Palm Beaches Foundation

Faith Farms Ministries

Faith Lutheran Afterschool
Families First of Palm Beach County
Feeding South Florida

First Steps to Success

Florida Atlantic University
Pine Jog Afterschool

Florida Department of Health
Palm Beach County

Florence Fuller Child Development
Center

Forest Hill Community High School
Forest Park Elementary
FoundCare

Freedom Shores Elementary
Afterschool

Frenchman’s Creek Country Club

Gaines Park Community Center,
City of West Palm Beach

Galaxy E3 Elementary
& Afterschool

Glades Initiative
Gentle Medicine Associates, Inc.

Golden Grove Elementary
Afterschool

Good Samaritan Medical Center
Gove Elementary

Greenacres Elementary
Afterschool

Grove Park Elementary
The Guatemalan-Maya Center

22 Literacy Coalition of Palm Beach County

Gulfstream Goodwill Industries
Transition to Life Academy

Hagen Road Elementary
Hammock Pointe Elementary
Healthy Beginnings Nurses
Healthy Families

Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies
Coalition of Palm Beach County

High Point Academy
HomeSafe

Hope-Centennial Elementary
& Afterschool

Indian Pines Elementary
Inwater Research Group
Johnson Scholars Program
Jupiter Elementary

Jupiter Medical Center
Jupiter Pediatric Associates
Kids at Work Learning Center

Kingswood Academy Afterschool,
Greenacres

Lakeside Medical Center
Lake Worth Community
High School
Lake Worth Pediatrics
Lantana Elementary & Afterschool
Leadership Palm Beach County

League of Women Voters
Palm Beach County

Legal Aid Society of
Palm Beach County

Lincoln Elementary
Living Hungry

The Lord’s Place, Inc.
Loving Tender Pediatrics

Mandel Public Library of
West Palm Beach

Mary Hunt “Love Education”
Foundation

Meadow Park Elementary
& Afterschool

The Mission Medical Center

New Hope Charities, Inc.,
Afterschool Program

Northmore Elementary
Afterschool

Nurse Family Partnership

Orchard View Elementary
& Afterschool

Pahokee Pediatric Associates

Palm Beach County Community
Services Department

Palm Beach County Division of
Emergency Management

Palm Beach County Food Bank

Palm Beach County Library System
Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office

Palm Beach County Youth Services
Department

Palm Beach Lakes Community
High School

Palm Beach Pediatrics
Palm Beach Symphony

Palm Springs Elementary
Afterschool

Palms West Hospital

Path to College

Pediatric Associates

Pediatric Center of Belle Glade
Pediatric Place

Physicians Park Medical Group
Pine Grove Elementary

Pleasant City Elementary
Afterschool

Plumosa School of the Arts
& Afterschool

Poinciana Elementary Afterschool
Prime Time Palm Beach County

Rolling Green Elementary
& Afterschool

Royal Palm Beach Community
High School

Royal Palm Pediatrics

The School District of
Palm Beach County

The School District of Palm Beach
County - Department of
Adult Education

Soma Medical Centers

South Olive Elementary
Afterschool

South Tech Academy
Special Olympics Florida

Palm Beach County
Spirit of Giving Network
Starlight Cove Elementary
St. Mary’s Medical Center
Take Stock in Children
Tenet Florida Physicians Services
Town of Palm Beach United Way
United Way of Palm Beach County
Village Academy
Volunteer Florida
Wellington Regional Medical Center
West Boca Medical Center

Westward Elementary
& Afterschool

Women'’s Circle
Women'’s Health Initiative
Youth Making Ripples



IN-KIND Coutriviutors

Aberdeen Golf & Country Club

Alliance Transportation

Almond Restaurant

Regine V. Bataille

Bedner’s Farm Fresh Market

Believers Academy

Big Time Restaurant Group

Margaret Blume

Boca Raton Museum of Art

Bolufe Boutique

Boynton Beach City Library

Bradford Renaissance Portraits

The Breakers Palm Beach

Brule Bistro

Burt & Max's Bar & Grille

Cabana El Rey

Cafe Sapori Ristorante

Caffe Luna Rosa

Carol Ann Calicchio

Care Vision Optique, Inc.

Clearwater Marine Aquarium

Colonial Animal Hospital

Colony Hotel Kennebunkport

Michael Connelly

Cosmo & Company Salon & Spa

Cox Science Center & Aquarium

Cozen O'Connor

Leslie & Devon Coughlan

Trudy Crowetz

Crown Reef Beach Resort

Delray Beach Open

Delray Dermatology and
Cosmetic Center

Delray Yacht Cruises

Faber Coe & Gregg, Inc.

The Falls Club of the Palm Beaches

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden

The Henry Morrison Flagler Museum

Flora Dental

Florida Aquarium

From Roehm with Love

Furin Sushi & Thai Restaurant

FURST Delray Beach

Debra Ghostine

Grand Palms Resort

Grace Halabi

Helen Ficalora Jewelry

Sharon P. Hill

Hilton Palm Beach Airport

The Honda Classic — Children’s
Healthcare Charity

iThink Financial Credit Union

Jewelry Artisans, Inc.

Johan's Joe Swedish Coffee House

Jonathan’s Landing Golf Club

Stephanie Kahlert

Lynn Kalber and Scott Eyman

Kelly Tracht Gallery

Kendra Scott

Isabella Kron

Dean E. Lavallee
Linen Closet
Lion Country Safari
The Little Club
Lycette Designs
Lynn University
Mandel Public Library of WPB
Miami Marlins Foundation
Miami Seaquarium
Minteman Press of Boca Raton
Museum of Discovery and Science
NCCl Holdings, Inc.
Nexus Nursing Institute
The Ocean Club of Florida
Ocean Properties Hotels &Resorts
Painting with a Twist
PBC Film & Television Commission
Palm Beach County Food Bank
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office
PBC Sports Commission
Palm Beach Dramaworks
Palm Beach Frame Makers
Palm Beach Marriott Singer Island
Palm Beach Par 3 Golf Course
The Palm Beach Post
Palm Beach Zoo
Park Avenue BBQ & Grille
Path to College
PGA of America
Quail Ridge Country Club
Raindancer Steakhouse
RAMA Restaurants, Inc.
Rapids Water Park
Bob & Kathy Richards
Karen M. Rogers
Sandy James Catering
Scheurer’s Chocolates
School District of PBC
Second Time Around Consignment
Silverball Retro Arcade
SouthTech Academy
Therese M. Snyder
Stubbs & Wooton
Ta-boo
Take Stock in Children PBC
Tammy Fender Holistic Skincare
The Tee Times
The Unity Group
V Boutique Aesthetics Laser
& Vein Center of MSPB
Village Academy
Weatherman Umbrella
WPTV 5/Scripps Howard
Foundation
Zebra Publishing
Zoo Miami

FINANCIAL REPORT

Statement of Financial Position

As of June 30, 2021
ASSETS
Cash and Investments

Grants and Allocations Receivable

Pledges Receivable

Prepaid Expenses and Other Assets
Property and Equipment, Net

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Accrued Compensation
Deferred Revenue
Refundable Advance
TOTAL LIABILITIES

Net Assets

Unrestricted

Temporarily Restricted
Total Net Assets
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

$3,899,373
490,380
119,473
32,671
2,829,638
$7,371,535

$243,613
63,823
86,566
240,000
$634,002

$5,729,061
1,008,472
$6,737,533
$7,371,535

Statement of Financial Activities

Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2021

REVENUES AND PUBLIC SUPPORT
Gifts and Grants
Special Events
Investment Income
Unrealized Gain/(Loss)
Contributions In-Kind
Program Service Fees
Loan Forgiveness-

Payroll Protection Program
TOTAL REVENUES AND PUBLIC SUPPORT

EXPENSES
Programs
Management and General
Fundraising

TOTAL EXPENSES

Change in Net Assets

Net Assets at Beginning of Year

NET ASSETS AT END OF YEAR
PERCENT USED FOR FUNDRAISING

$6,003,944
157,195
19,275
139,207
206,758
279,250

365,891
$7,171,520

$5,664,276
257,009
256,588
$6,177,963

$993,557
5,743,976
$6,737,533

4%
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WHO WE ARE

BOARD o Directors

Executive Committee

PRESIDENT
Len Gray
Mercer (retired)

VICE PRESIDENT
Laurie L. Gildan*
Greenberg Traurig, P.A.

Nancy Vera
Wolters Kluwer

SECRETARY
Bernadette O'Grady *
WPTV 5

TREASURER
Matthew Criscuolo
Cozen O’Connor

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Dr. Regine Bataille

Gentle Medicine Associates, Inc.

Chris Duke
Akerman, LLP

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Tom Streit
Attorney (retired)

PARLIAMENTARIANS
Sharon Hill

Palm Beach County Library
(retired)

Lynn Kalber
Writer and Editor

Directors

Aurora Arthay
Palm Beach County
Library System

Sabine Dantus
Lynn University

Maggie Dickenson*
U.S. Bank

Chris Duke
Akerman, LLP

Ashley R. Eagle
Derrevere Stevens Black & Cozad

Debra Ghostine
Community Volunteer

Elisa Glazer
NCCI

Joe M. Grant
Lorium Law

Harvey Oaxaca-Guzman
School District of PBC

Grace Halabi
First Horizon

Alma Horne
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Coordinating Committee

Lisa Koza*
Northern Trust

Kimberly Lea
Vistage Florida

Andrew Loewenstein
Holland & Knight LLP
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Robert Mitchell
Philips

Telsula Morgan
Lewis, Longman & Walker, P.A.

Guy Murphy
Searcy Denney Scarola
Barnhart & Shipley

Nicole Rocco
Attorney at Law

Carol Rose
The Palm Beach Post/
Palm Beach Daily News

Kenneth G. Spillias*
Attorney (retired)

Kelly Starling
AT&T

Eleanor Taft
Florida Power & Light

Matthew Turko
Nason, Yeager, Gerson, Harris &
Furmero

Helena A. Zacharis
Palm Beach State College

* Past President

Founding President
Gale G. Howden



WHO WE ARE

Literacy Coatition TEAM

Blume Literacy Center

Kristin Calder
Chief Executive Officer

Megan Bob
Director of Education and
Family Literacy

Trudy Crowetz
Finance and Operations Director

Molly Felmet
Reach Out and Read Coordinator

Allison Flores
Literacy AmeriCorps Manager

Lorie Graham
Literacy AmeriCorps Director

Jeanne Heavilin
Building Better Readers Manager

Connie Hoke
Operations & Fiscal Coordinator

Tim Jean
Read! Lead! Succeed! Manager

Kate Keller
Events Coordinator and
Executive Assistant

John Landry-Odell
Development Director

Dawn Larkin
Communications Coordinator

Lauren Pedic
Inventory Specialist and
Book Courier

Callie Sharkey
Stories and STEM Manager

Jeanne Siccone
Director of Children’s Literacy

Glades Family Education

Ana Alvarez
Coordinator

Laura Calderon
Coordinator

Alejandro Garzon
Manager

Elidia Guzman
Assistant Coordinator

Village Readers
Family Education

Gail Griffis
Instructor

Stephane Lafalaise
Children’s Program Manager

Suzie Louis
Coordinator

Siena Mayers
Assistant Manager

Cynthia Michelet
Children’s Program Assistant

Ben Schottland
Instructor

Workplace and
Community Education

Gerri Malcolm
Instructor

Kevin Smith
Instructor
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Literacy AmeriCorps
Members

Miriam Bernstein
Nika Boley

Ben Carroll-Garrett
Viana Chau
Layney Giles
Grady Graham
Adam Harris
Alana Horwitz
Niacha Johnson
Sarah Krop
Olivia Marcott
Magda Martial
Elise Moralez
Emma Oas
Matthew Parker
Christy Powell
Olivia Shimkus
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HOW YOU CAN HELP

VOLUNTEER

You can volunteer to tutor an adult
or child in need of literacy skills.
There are also opportunities

to help an adult learn

English and/or prepare f %
to take the GED exam.

No experience is

required as we m

provide training.

MAKE A DONATION

Your tax-deductible donation will help provide literacy services to adults, children

BOOK DRIVES ‘\s/
Organizations and individuals can conduct

book drives for the Literacy Codlition. The

collected books are shared with the children’s literacy
programs operated by the Literacy Coalition or
distributed to partner agencies serving economically
disadvantaged children. The Literacy Coalition
received 12,047 books this year through book drives
and donations from our generous community partners
and individuals. Books are always needed for programs
serving children up through the fifth grade.

—
|

and families who are working to achieve a better life by improving their literacy skills.

MAKE A BIGGER IMPACT

Donate long-term appreciated securities,

including stocks, bonds, and mutual funds

directly to the Literacy Coalition. Compared

with donating cash, or selling your appreciated

securities and contributing the after-tax
proceeds, you may be able to
automatically increase your gift to
the Literacy Coalition and your
tax deduction.

READ TO A CHILD

Read together everyday. Point
out print everywhere. Do not
limit yourself to reading books
with your child. Street signs

and cereal boxes count too.

Tell your child how much you
enjoy reading with them. This
attention lets them know they
are special and loved.

IMPACT FUTURE GENERATIONS

Consider an endowment gift to the Literacy
Codlition that will allow us to sustain our impact in
the community for future generations. Include the
Literacy Coalition in your retirement plans, will, living
trust or related planned giving methods allowing you
to extend your legacy of literacy to future generations.
Planned gifts — large and small - are a lasting way

to help us continue the success we know today in
helping families be successful in school and in life.

ATTEND AN EVENT

There are various events to attend
throughout the year that support
our literacy programs and initiatives.
Events include LOOP for Literacy,
the Love of Literacy

Luncheon, and the

Literacy Links Golf

Tournament. '

You can support the mission of the
PROMOTE Literacy Coalition and become an advocate @@@@@
LITE RACY for literacy. Share our posts and information on

your social media accounts. Follow LiteracyPBC today!
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for supporting literacy!

LITERACY
COALITION

OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

Blume Literacy Center
on the Brenda & C.P. Medore Campus
3651 Quantum Blvd., Boynton Beach, FL 33426
(561) 279-9103 | LiteracyPBC.org
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